Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+The Festival of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus+

January 1-January 7, 2012
Catechesis notes of the week – Praying with confidence – It seems like every few years someone proposes a new secret to unlocking the “power of prayer” or finds a prayer that’s supposed to be better than all the others.  But prayer isn’t a magic trick.  There is no secret to unlock that will guarantee that every single thing you pray for will be received just as you wanted it.  The power of prayer doesn’t lie in you or in the prayer itself, thanks be to God.  The power of prayer lies in our heavenly Father who promises to hear His beloved children and answer when they call on Him.  Don’t get misled into judging the worthiness of your prayer or yourself.  We know that we don’t deserve anything from God.  Let us repent of turning prayer into a bargaining chip with God and pray in the full confidence that our Father is pleased with us in His Son Jesus who died for us, and that for the sake of Jesus, God will gladly hear our prayers and grant us everything that we need for this life and the life to come.
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus – Name above all names
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.
Psalm 8
The Catechism: the Lord’s Prayer – the Seventh Petition and Conclusion
	What is the Seventh Petition?

But deliver us from evil.
	Preschool +

	What does this mean?

We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.
	First Grade +

	What is the Conclusion?

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
	Preschool +

	What does this mean?

This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us.  Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.”
	First Grade +


Readings for the Week of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday
	Luke 2:21
Matthew 2:1-12
Matthew 2:13-15
Genesis 24:29,32-38,42-49,58-67
Genesis 25:19-34
Luke 2:21
Look ahead to Sunday’s Readings
	Numbers 6:22-27 
Isaiah 51:17-52:12
Isaiah 52:13-54:10
Isaiah 55:1-13
Isaiah 58:1-59:3,14-21
Isaiah 60:1-22
Isaiah 61:1-11


Prayers: Collect for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for the Festival of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus
Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week
Emily Temmer, Jeff Bowen, Ruth Faletti, Loren Himes, Katrina Koslowski, Robyn Rynearson, Sandi Profeta, Colleen Kapsch, Wreatha Studzinski, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Kristy Partyka, Cheri Leonard, The Christian Church throughout the world, those who have wandered from the faith.
Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
The Hymn of the Week
         In His Temple Now Behold Him            LSB 519

 

Looking forward to the Epiphany of our Lord
January 6, 2012
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
4

