Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+The Festival of the Baptism of our Lord+

January 15-January 21, 2012
Catechesis notes of the week – It takes two – The gift of Baptism is a precious gift from our heavenly Father who knows us well enough to send us very real, tangible, concrete things that we can hold on to as proof positive of His love and His forgiveness.  Notice that Baptism isn’t just spoken words.  God, as He has done throughout history, has taken the very ordinary substance of water, and used it as a means of saving His people.  All of creation started with churning chaotic water.  God led His people Israel through the waters of the Red Sea and drowned all their enemies by the same water.  Forty years later, the Israelites finally crossed into the Promised Land by marching through the divided waters of the Jordan River.  And now, through the water that was so unimpressively poured over your head, God has saved you and drowned all your sins and your Old Adam, making you His beloved child.  It’s not holy water.  But it is water that is joined to God’s holy Word of promise, the Word that says “All who believe and are baptized shall be saved;” the Word that says “You have been baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus.”  Praise be to God who attaches such marvelous promises to such a simple and ordinary thing as water.
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus joins Himself to sinners in Baptism
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: 1 Peter 3:18
Christ also suffered once for sin, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit.
Psalm 85
The Catechism: The Sacrament of Holy Baptism – Part 3
	How can water do such great things?

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trust this word of God in the water.  For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism.  But with the Word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.  This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5-8)
	Preschool +


Readings for the Week of the Festival of the Baptism of our Lord
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday
	Matthew 3:13-17
Matthew 2:16-23
Luke 2:41-52
Genesis 27:46-28:22
Genesis 29:1-30
Matthew 3:13-17
Look ahead to Sunday’s readings
	Joshua 3:1-3, 7-8,13-17
Ezekiel 2:1-3:11
Ezekiel 3:12-27
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32
Ezekiel 33:1-20
Ezekiel 34:1-24
Ezekiel 36:13-28


Prayers: Collect for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for the Festival of the Baptism of our Lord
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week:
Emily Temmer, Jeff Bowen, Ruth Faletti, Orra Gotz, Ryan Taylor, the family of Loren Himes, Katrina Koslowski, Robyn Rynearson, Sandi Profeta, Colleen Kapsch, Wreatha Studzinsk, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Kristy Partyka, Cheri Leonard, Kim Rohlwing, Kayla Kaplan, Beth Simonelli, the Christian Church throughout the world, and those who have wandered from the faith.

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
The Hymn of the Week
       To Jordan Came the Christ our Lord    LSB 406

 

Looking forward to the Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 22, 2012
2 Kings 5:1-15a
Romans 1:8-17

Matthew 8:1-13
4

