Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+The Feast of the Nativity of our Lord+

December 25 – December 31, 2011

Catechesis notes of the week – Prayers answered in a Child – It really couldn’t be more fitting that as we celebrate the incarnation of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we review and pray the Fifth and Sixth Petitions of the Lord’s Prayer.  It is precisely this little child, born to no-name parents in a cattle stall, who provides the “Yes” to these requests.  It is this little child, wrapped in swaddling clothes, who has for all eternity united God and man in Himself.  And by taking our flesh, which because of our sin is far dirtier and more disgusting than any stable, and dying on the tree of Calvary, He has forgiven us ALL of our sins and opened the gates of heaven.  And because He has done this for us, it is our great joy to forgive those who have sinned in such small ways against us.  And this same gracious Savior still comes to us in His Word and Supper to strengthen us in hour of temptation so that we stand by His strength against the assaults of our Old Evil Foe.  Praise God for such great love and mercy shone to us poor sinners.  Could there be greater reason to rejoice this Christmas season than this infant Savior?
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: In Jesus is life.
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: Psalm 51:5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.
Psalm 2
The Catechism: the Lord’s Prayer – the Fifth and Sixth Petitions
	What is the Fifth Petition?

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	Preschool +

	What does this mean?

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them.  We are neither worthy of things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that he would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment.  So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us.
	First Grade +

	What is the Sixth Petition?

And lead us not into temptation.
	Preschool +

	What does this mean?

God tempts no one.  We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice.  Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.
	First Grade +


Readings for the Week of the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday
	John 1:1-14
Luke 2:21-24
Luke 2:25-40
Genesis 22:1-19
Genesis 24:1-28
John 1:1-14
Look ahead to Sunday’s Readings
	Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38 
Isaiah 42:1-25
Isaiah 43:1-24
Isaiah 43:25-44:20
Isaiah 44:21-45:13, 20-25
Isaiah 49:1-18
Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-51:8, 12-16


Prayers: Collect for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week
Ruth Faletti, Loren Himes, Sandi Profeta, Jeff Bowen, Colleen Kapsch, Wreatha Studzinski, Katrina Koslowski, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Kristy Partyka, Cheri Leonard, the people of Emington IL, the Christian Church throughout the world; those who have wandered from the faith.
Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
The Hymn of the Week
         O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is            LSB 372

 

Looking forward to the Festival of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus
January 1, 2012
Numbers 6:22-27
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 2:21
2

