Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+The Transfiguration of Our Lord+

January 29-February 4, 2012
Catechesis notes of the week – A Forgotten Gift – In a day and age when sin is running wild through the streets and temptation lies more and more openly in wait for us, it is our great joy as Christians to take full advantage of all the ways in which God cares for us and helps us.  For the next two weeks, our attention is going to be focused on Confession and Absolution and the Office of the Keys.  Knowing that our lives here are earth are spent in battle against Satan and our Old Adam, our Lord Jesus commanded His disciples to be His ears and mouth, hearing the repentant cries of God’s children and, by His own authority, forgiving them all their sins in His Name.  Yes, there is a place, a person, where you can go and confess to God those sins that are weighing heavily on your conscience and hear again God’s promises of forgiveness and salvation.  As we begin our approach to Good Friday and Easter, I encourage you to thank your Lord for the gift of individual confession and absolution and take advantage of the opportunity to receive Christ’s forgiveness which He joyously and freely gives YOU!
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus – the true glory of God
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: Psalm 51:1-2
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to your steadfast loving-kindness; according to the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
Psalm 2
The Catechism: Confession and the Office of the Keys
	What is Confession?
Confession has two parts.  First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
	Preschool +

	What sins should we confess?

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.
	First Grade +

	Which are these?
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker?  Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy?  Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome?  Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds?  Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?
	Third Grade +


Readings for the Week of the Transfiguration of our Lord
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday
	Matthew 17:1-9
Genesis 31:43-55
Genesis 32:1-21
Genesis 32:22-32
Genesis 33:1-11
Genesis 25:1-15
Look ahead to Sunday’s readings
	Exodus 34:29-35
Joel 1:1-20
Joel 2:1-17

Joel 2:18-32

Joel 3:1-21

Zechariah 1:1-21

Zechariah 2:1-3:10 


Prayers: Collect for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for the Transfiguration of Our Lord
O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah.  In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace.  Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week:
Nicki Ford, Ryan Taylor, Kevin Eischen, Frank Coronelli, Emily Temmer, Jeff Bowen, Ruth Faletti, Steve Brandle, Robyn Rynearson, Sandi Profeta, Colleen Kapsch, Wreatha Studzinski, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Kristy Partyka, Cheri Leonard, Beth Simonelli, Kim Rohlwing, Kayla Kaplan, The Christian Church throughout the world, those who have wandered from the faith, the unborn, those who have had abortions, and those who may be considering abortion.
Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
The Hymn of the Week
       Crown Him with Many Crowns               LSB 525
 

Looking forward to Septuagesima
February 5, 2012
Exodus 17:1-7
1 Corinthians 9:24-10:5

St. Matthew 20:1-6
4

