Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+Septuagesima+

February 5-11, 2012
Catechesis notes of the week – It’s what we do – Two keys.  One opens heaven and one shuts it.  One binds sinners and one sets them free.  By His death and resurrection, Jesus has provided the forgiveness by which sinners are released from the guilt and punishment of their sins.  It is that wonderful word of absolution that pastors speak to each and every sinner who comes confessing their sin and seeking after God’s mercy, just as God Himself commanded.  The heart broken by sin is always to be mended with the healing ointment of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice and the word of full and free forgiveness.  On the other hand, those who refuse to repent of their sin, who refuse to submit themselves to God’s Word, are to be shown, out of love and concern, that they are denying the Word of the Lord, calling Him a liar, and thereby denying forgiveness to themselves.  While it is necessary, there is certainly no joy in the carrying out of such discipline.  But there is immense joy, in fact, all of heaven rejoices, when even one sinner repents.  Come.  Repent of your sins.  Make the angelic choirs sing.  Confess what troubles you and hear the voice of your Savior say “I forgive you all your sins.  Depart in peace.”  Let your pastor do what he was called to do.
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus’ mercy is never late.
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: Psalm 51:17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Psalm 95
The Catechism: Confession and the Office of the Keys
	What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.
	Preschool +

	Where is this written?

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)
	First Grade +

	What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.
	Third Grade +


Readings for the Week of Septuagesima
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday
	Matthew 20:1-16
Genesis 35:16-20, 22b-29
Genesis 37:1-36
Genesis 39:1-23
Genesis 40:1-23
Genesis 41:1-36
Look ahead to Sunday’s readings
	Exodus 34:29-35
Zechariah 4:1-5:11

Zechariah 6:1-7:14
Zechariah 8:1-23
Zechariah 9:1-17
Zechariah 10:1-11:3
Zechariah 11:4-17


Prayers: Collect for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for Septuagesima
O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week:
Gordon John Hardy, Jack Ryan Wachholz, Nicki Ford, Jodi O’Brien, Sonny Wilkins, Dave Monterastelli, Loretta Spoto, Ryan Taylor, Kevin Eischen, Frank Coronelli, Emily Temmer, Jeff Bowen, Ruth Faletti, Steve Brandle, Jim Burns, Robyn Rynearson, Sandi Profeta, Colleen Kapsch, Wreatha Studzinski, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Pastor Dan Chambers, Pastor Jeff Geske, Kristy Partyka, Cheri Leonard, Beth Simonelli, Kim Rohlwing, Kayla Kaplan, The Christian Church throughout the world, those who have wandered from the faith; the unborn, those who have had abortions and those who may be considering abortions.
Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
The Hymn of the Week
       The Church’s One Foundation              LSB 644
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1 The Church’s one foun-da-tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - ’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
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She is His new cre - a - tion

Her char-ter of sal - va - tion:

By schisms rent a - sun - der,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion

v
By wa-ter and the Word.
One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
Of peace for - ev - er - more
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From heav’n He came and sought her
ho - ly name she bless - es,
saints their watch are keep - ing;

One
Yet
Till

with the

vi - sion glo - rious

4 I

To be His ho - ly bride;
Par - takes one ho - ly food,
Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Her long - ing eyes are Dblest,




[image: image4.png]N>

N
=t

| 10N

|

I I
1 I
1 2

With His own blood He
And to one hope she
And soon the night of
And the great Church vic

bought her,
press - es

weep - ing
- to - rious

And for her life He died.
With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.
Shall be the morn of song.
Shall be the Church at rest.
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Yet she on earth has union
    With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
    With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
    Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
    May see You face to face.

Looking forward to Sexagesima
February 12, 2012
Isaiah 55:10-13
2 Corinthians 11:19-12:9
St. Luke 8:4-15
2

