Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+Reformation+

October 30 – November 5, 2011

Catechesis notes of the week – Children of the heavenly Father – One of the most important things that a father does for his children is protect them from the things that hurt them.  In the first article of the Creed, we confess that God is our almighty heavenly Father.  Now, it goes without saying that earthly fathers don’t always live up to the responsibilities that God gives them, sometimes because they are simply unable or sometimes because our sin drives us to act in our own best interest rather than our children’s.  But however weak our earthly parents may be, we can rest knowing that our heavenly Father will always help us and be with us, protecting us, providing for us, and working for our good, even on our darkest days.  We must confess that we have not always been faithful children, often wandering away because we did not like the ways or Word of our heavenly Father, but our brother in the flesh, Jesus Christ, God’s only-begotten Son from all eternity, came to rescue us.  He was the faithful child that we should have been and then died on the cross to forgive all of our disobedience.  Thanks be to God, our heavenly Father, who not only gives us the things that we need for this body and life, but also the things of eternal life – the forgiveness of all our sins through the Blood of Jesus, and the peace of knowing that He made us His own beloved children in the waters of Holy Baptism.
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus has set you free.
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: John 1:1-3
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was in the beginning with God.  3All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
Psalm 46
The Catechism:     The Creed – The First Article
	What is the First Article?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
	Preschool +

	What does this mean?

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me by body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have.  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.  He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.  All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true.
	First Grade +


Readings for the Week of the Festival of the Reformation
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
	Genesis 3:1-8
Genesis 3:9-15

Genesis 3:16-24

Genesis 4:1-26

Matthew 22:34-46
Look ahead to Sunday’s Readings
	1 John 1:1-10
1 John 2:1-17
1 John 5:1-3

1 John 5:10-21

2 John 1-13

3 John 1-14


Prayers: Collects for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for the Week of the Festival of the Reformation
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.  Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Daily Themes for Prayer


Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week
Ryan Taylor, Ruth Hall, Ron Wegner, Megan Gotz, Wreatha Studzinski, Katrina Koslowski, Laren Himes, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Kristi Partyka, Jimmy Burns, Cheri Leonard, Dale Strohm, Ed Emery, the victims of the earthquake in Turkey, The Christian Church throughout the world, and those who have wandered from the faith.
Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism

The Hymn of the Week
        We All Believe in One True God             LSB 953
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Looking forward to All Saints’ Day
November 6, 2011
Revelation 7:9-17
1 John 3:1-3

St. Matthew 5:1-12
4

