Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+Quinquagesima+

February 19-25, 2012
Catechesis notes of the week – No ordinary food. – St. Paul wrote to the Corinthian church “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong…” (1 Corinthians 1:27)  The idea that God gives such amazing gifts to His children through such every day and ordinary things as bread and wine seems almost silly.  But then again, it also doesn’t seem very “god-like” that we should be rescued from sin, death, and the devil by a little baby born in a stable.  How incredible that Jesus promises to give us the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and salvation through food!  How?  Because that is the power of God’s Word.  It’s not hocus pocus.  It is simply the power of the Word of God who spoke all of creation into existence and who says “This is my Body which is given for you and this is my Blood which is shed for you for the forgiveness of all your sins.”  When Jesus speaks, things happen.  The power is not in the bread or wine.  The power is in the Word and promise spoken by Jesus, the Son of God.  Let us repent of our doubt that Jesus’ Word can do such great things, and receive this meal in the full assurance that this bread and wine are the true Body and Blood of Jesus and that by this eating God blesses us with salvation because He said so.
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus’ death IS grace.
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: John 6:35
I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.
Psalm 89:18-29
The Catechism: The Sacrament of the Altar
	What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.
	Preschool +

	How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.” 
	First Grade +


Readings for the Week of Quinquagesima
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday
	Luke 18:31-43
Genesis 44:18-45:3
Genesis 45:4-28
Genesis 46:1-27
Genesis 46:28-47:12
Genesis 47:27-48:21
Look ahead to Sunday’s readings
	Isaiah 55:10-13
Job 5:1-27
Job 6:1-13
Job 6:14-30
Job 7:1-21
Job 8:1-22
Job 9:1-35


Prayers: Collect for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for Quinquagesima
O Lord, mercifully hear our prayers and having set us free from the bonds of our sins deliver us from every evil; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week:
Pastor Dan Chambers, Nicki Ford, Darlene Kluth, Dan Harper, Adam Hardy, Loretta Spoto, Ryan Taylor, Kevin Eischen, Frank Coronelli, Emily Temmer, Jeff Bowen, Ruth Faletti, Jodi O’Brien, Robyn Rynearson, Sandi Profeta, Colleen Kapsch, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Kristy Partyka, Cheri Leonard, Jimmy Burns, Kim  Rohlwing, Kayla Kaplan, those who have wandered from the faith, the unborn, those who have had abortions, and those who may be considering abortion.

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
The Hymn of the Week
       Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy         LSB 774
Looking forward to Invocavit
February 26, 2012
Genesis 3:1-21
2 Corinthians 6:1-10

St. Matthew 4:1-11
4

