Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+Rorate Coeli – The Fourth Sunday in Advent+

December 18 – December 25, 2011

Catechesis notes of the week – Plenty of bread, nuff said –  In these tough economic times it’s easy to begin to wonder if we will have enough – if we will be able to put bread on the table, if the car and house payments will be late, or if we will even have a job tomorrow.  Money is probably the thing that causes more worry in this world than anything else.  But our heavenly Father knows all the things that you need (and they really are a lot less than we think) and He wants you to know that He will make sure you have them.  We don’t have to wonder.  When our Father hears this prayer, His answer is always “Yes!”  And that includes food, clothing, shoes, wife and children, a job, neighbors who help us in times of need and neighbors whom we can help in theirs.  You are free to be content with everything that God has given you because He has given you everything, including the promise of eternal life through the blood of Jesus.  Let us repent of our worrying and ask that the Lord would grant that we be content.
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus comes to fulfill God’s promises.
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: 1 Timothy 6:8,10a
Having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Psalm 111
The Catechism:     The Lord’s Prayer– The Fourth Petition
	What is the Fourth Petition?

Give us this day our daily bread.
	Preschool +

	What does this mean?

God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving..
	First Grade +

	What is meant by daily bread?

Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.
	Third Grade +


Readings for the Week of the Fourth Sunday in Advent
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
	John 1:19-28
Luke 2:8-14
Luke 2:15-20
Genesis 20:1-18
Genesis 21:1-21
John 1:19-28
Look ahead to Sunday’s Readings
	Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
Isaiah 30:27-31:9
Isaiah 32:1-20
Isaiah 33:1-24
Isaiah 34:1-2,8-35:10
Isaiah 40:1-17
Isaiah 40:18-41:10


Prayers: Collect for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Advent
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week
April Highbaugh, Elizabeth Kirk, Ruth Faletti, Colleen Kapsch, Loren Himes, Wreatha Studzinski, Katrina Koslowski, Chantell Flynn, Laura Johnson, Kristy Partyka, Cheri Leonard, Dale Strohm, The Christian Church throughout the world, and those who have wandered from the faith.
Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism
The Hymn of the Week
         O Come, O Come Emmanuel                 LSB 345

 

Looking forward to the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord
December 25, 2011
Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38
Titus 3:4-7
John 1:1-14
4

