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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Today our nation looks back on a day filled with tragedy, heartache, pain, death, fear, heroism, bravery, and selflessness.  We mourn the loss of those whose lives were so suddenly, unjustly, and violently taken whether we knew any of them or not.  We reflect with sadness on the fact that so many have continued to lose their lives whether as a result of further terrorist attacks or because they have sacrificed their lives seeking to bring an end to such evil.  Let us humble ourselves before Almighty God and pray fervently to that He would grant us truly repentant hearts, that He would turn the hearts of those who hate us so that we may be at peace, and that He would bring an end to the wars and violence that have swept around the world like wildfire.
The events of September 11, 2001 shake us out of our sense of security, and rightly so.  We are reminded again of how fragile life is and how we are completely dependent upon our gracious heavenly Father for protection against all the evils that surround and threaten us every day.  And we are reminded of the ugly truth of sin and what it is capable of driving any of us to do.  Lest we forget, we are all sinners just like those who flew the planes into the towers and the Pentagon and attempted others.  It is only by the grace of God that we are restrained from taking violent action in our own anger against our fellow man.  

The attacks of 9/11; hurricanes and tornadoes that rip apart entire cities; fires that mercilessly destroy homes, possessions and lives; cancer that slowly consumes the body from the inside; anger that drives one man or entire nations of men to take the life of another because of an argument; addictions that drive people to sacrifice loved ones and life for the next fix – all of these are the reminders that surround us, preaching to us that the world that was created in perfection is crumbling under the weight of the sin that man in his selfishness brought into it.  From national tragedies to individual hardship, none of what God created is working as it’s supposed.
None of this is new.  We as individuals and as a country are not unique in the history of the world.  Isaiah had the great fortune of having to warn Israel about the judgment that was coming upon them because of their sin.  God was sending in foreign nations to invade and punish Israel for their idolatry and lack of repentance.  If they desired to serve a ruler other than the One true God who had delivered them from slavery and given them a land flowing with milk and honey, who, in His mercy, had chosen them as His own people, they would be given exactly that.  And yet, God’s mercy endured.  God’s promises never fail, even though we do, and just as He had promised, He would work all things for the good of His people and deliver them from their enemies.  God sought the repentance of Israel, as He seeks the repentance of all sinners, so that He might lavish His mercy and blessing upon them.  That is the promise we heard today from Isaiah.  Restoration was coming when all that was broken and desolate would be healed and restored to the way God originally intended it.

And so we find Jesus in the area of the Decapolis, not surprisingly, doing exactly what God does – showing mercy, restoring broken things.  A man was brought to Jesus who could not enjoy the fellowship and conversation of others, who could not hear the Psalms being prayed by God’s people in the temple, who couldn’t hear the Benediction that has fallen like the refreshing rains of summer on the ears of God’s people since God first gave it to Aaron and which we still receive in our day, who could not speak to his brothers about all the mercies God had shown him or bless the name of the Lord in word and song.  The body that God had first created in perfection with all things working as He had designed them, was broken.  God had given man ears so that he could hear the tender loving voice of His Creator as He once did in Eden.  But sin had stolen that from this man and all who are born of flesh and blood.  What greater sadness could there be than not being able to hear God your heavenly Father speak to you?  One of the greatest comforts a child knows is the voice of his parents telling him how much they love him and how special he is to them, assuring him of their presence and protection when he is scared or frightened or hurt.  This man was robbed of this and even worse the ability to hear the Word of God.  That is what ears are for.  
And you were once like this man, maybe not physically, but certainly spiritually.  Conceived in sin you were deaf to the voice of God.  Your ears were tuned into another voice.  Instead of loving to hear the preaching of God, we would rather hear the preaching of Satan.  We would rather not hear God’s Law, guiding us away from desires that lead only to eternal death.  

And just as God had given man ears to hear His Word, God also gave us mouths to sing His praise, to thank Him for all that He has so richly blessed us with.  But our mouths were taken captive and instead of praising God, we praise ourselves, complain about and tear down others, lash out at our spouses and children or withhold the comfort they desperately need, and speak lies and falsehood in God’s name.  Our bodies were given over to the sin that plagues all creation.

But you who have ears to hear, now is the time to tune them back in.  If your heart is weighed down listening to the truth about your sin and knowing that it’s true, open your ears again for there is good news.  All is forgiven.  The same one who created you and gave you your body and soul, your eyes, ears, mouth, and all your members, your reason and all your senses never stopped taking care of them.  The Holy God is forever merciful and was so deeply saddened by your broken condition that rather than casting you off and leaving you to suffer the consequences of sin, He joined Himself to your broken flesh to heal and restore you.  Born of the flesh of Mary, Jesus gave His entire life – body and soul – in service to God.  The potter joined Himself to the dried, cracked clay and made it like new again.  The mouth of Jesus spoke words of truth, comfort and peace.  Jesus ears daily drank it the word of God at every opportunity that presented because He knew that the Word of God is more precious than gold or silver and sweeter than the finest wine, the choicest fruit, or even better than any of the delicacies that we will feast on this afternoon.  And then in response, Jesus spoke back to Father the words the Father had given, just as man should and as we to do in the divine liturgy.  

“Be opened.”  That is Jesus word to you.  By His creative and sustaining Word, Jesus has opened your ears and you hear the voice of your Father who tenderly calls to you by name and reassures you that all has been forgiven, that He is pleased with you.  Your heavenly Father loves you and will never leave you or stop caring for you.  And in the same way, the chains that once bound your tongue to sin have been shattered and your tongue is free to again sing the praise of Jesus who lived as your should have but didn’t and died the death that you should have but now won’t.  That is the glory of the Gospel which has called you out of darkness, out of the condemnation of the Law, and restores you to eternal life, promising you even now the kingdom of God – a kingdom of grace, life, peace, and salvation.  

And the day will come soon when Jesus will return to take you away from the brokenness of this world with all its deafness, muteness, disaster, terrorism, war, heartache, confusion, relentless work hours, mounting debt, mental illness, sleepless nights, depression, anxiety, and whatever else troubles you now.  All of it will be swept away and you will know the fullness of the glory of God’s kingdom.  Until that glorious day, Jesus still comes to you, healing you, opening your ears that doubt and fear have clogged up so that you can hear His promises to you and know His peace.  He opens your mouth so that He can place His very body and blood on your tongue, reassuring you that your sins are forgiven, and sustaining you on the way.  And by this holy food your mouth is freed to sing the praise of Christ and rejoice in your salvation, laughing at the devil and the world who want to take the joy of your salvation away from you.  This is the confidence that you have through Christ toward God.

So lift up your voices in praise of the Lord who daily blesses you in body and soul.  Make the walls of this building shake, make Satan and the whole company of hell tremble at the sound of God’s people singings hymns and psalms of thanksgiving and sending forth the Word of God to the ends of the earth.  Even though today we solemnly remember those who lost their lives day ten years ago and those who continue to sacrifice their lives in our defense, we mourn as those who have hope.  Even in the face of such hatred and violence we rejoice because we are more than conquerors through Jesus, who died.  Fear, anger, sin, and death have no power over you because Jesus has risen victoriously from the dead and now reigns in heaven, keeping watch over you day and night.  And the more Satan tries to silence you, whether it is through the blind hatred and sin of other men or by holding your own sin in front of you, the more zealously you will proclaim Jesus, the Lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the all the world.  “For the ruthless will come to nothing and the scoffer cease, and all who watch to do evil will be cut of and you will live.  You will obtain fresh joy in the Lord and rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.”
In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.

