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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

I think we can all agree that the freedoms we enjoy in this country are truly amazing gifts from God our Father.  We are free to choose where we want to work, who we are going to marry, where we are going to live, and who we want to represent us in the government.  And today we get to exercise a freedom that a large part of the world only dreams of – worshiping the Lord according to His Word without the fear of punishment.  I pray that we all treasure this freedom above any of the others that we enjoy and take advantage of it at every opportunity, remembering our Christian brothers and sisters around the world who are persecuted, some to the point of death, because they are found with Bibles in their homes.  We ought to praise and thank God for this great gift every day by hearing His Word and receiving His gifts as often as they are available to us.  
But freedom, as we all know, is easily abused.  Our Old Adam hears freedom and immediately thinks that he is free to do whatever he wants, not just in some things but in all things – he becomes his own authority on what is right and wrong and because he is free no one can dare tell him otherwise, including the One who Created him.  King David lamented this very thing in Psalm 2.  “Why do the nations, the unbelievers rage and peoples plot in vain, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us’?”  Sin sees God’s Law, the Ten Commandments as bondage, slavery, chains meant to keep us from enjoying life.  We see and hear this in our own day all the time.  “I have a right to be angry.”  “It’s my body and so I’m free to do with it whatever I please.”  “I’m free to divorce my spouse whenever things just aren’t working out anymore.”  “I am free to sit around living off of the hard work of others.”  “I am free to believe the parts of God’s Word I want and ignore the other parts.  Jesus loves me for who I am and will accept me even though I am doing things that He expressly says are evil, bad for me, and contrary to His will.”  “I am free so I don’t have to go to church, I don’t have to study God’s Word, I don’t have to pray, I don’t have to be baptized, I don’t have to repent of my sins and do whatever I can to avoid falling into them again.  I’m free so I really don’t have to believe anything but you dare not better suggest that I am anything but a model Christian and affirm me in what I want.”  
The great irony about freedom is that such a wonderful blessing quickly becomes our worst enemy.  We inevitably use our freedom as a cloak for all sorts of evil, trying to hide and justify our sins behind rights, privacy, freedom, and political correctness.  The truth is that, in our freedom, we are really slaves.  We are slaves to our desires and our emotions.  We are sinners.  And as Jesus says, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  “Oh, no, no!  We are free!  Jesus undid the Old Testament.  He abolished the Law.  All that matters now is love.  Everything else is up to us to decide and you have no business telling us we’re wrong.”  We drag Jesus’ Name into our sordid sins, calling things good that He has expressly said are evil and deadly to us and then we lead others to do the same.  We end up layering guilt upon guilt and sin upon sin, proving all the more that we are anything but free.  
Repent.  We are accountable for every second of our life to the One who created us.  Yet everyday we live as if God did not matter.  We pretend that no one heard the murderous and hateful thoughts of our heart and mind.  We try to convince ourselves that no one saw what we did in the privacy of our own home.  But God did.  He sees how shamefully you have lived.  He sees that you are anything but free.  He sees you slaving away under the devil’s rod, gratifying the desires of the sinful flesh, only to crash down on the other side, humiliated, alone, and afraid.  He sees you filled with anxiety, anger, frustration, and fear because you feel the oppressive yolk of your sin hanging like a lead weight around your souls.  We are guilty and deep down we know it.  

But thanks be to God that He did not leave us as slaves.  He sent His Son, Jesus, and by His death and resurrection has set you free!  Jesus has broken the chains of sin and death.  He has brought you life, true life, His life.  Jesus has traded places with you.  Your Maker, out of His great love and mercy, traded you – your sin and guilt for His perfection and freedom -  freedom from guilt, freedom from the fear of condemnation, freedom from the panicked rushing around trying to fill your life with temporary pleasures that never actually satisfy, freedom from the worry that no one else will take care of you.  Jesus brings you the freedom of knowing that all your sin and guilt have been paid for, the freedom and peace of knowing that your heavenly Father is deeply concerned for you, loves you more than He loves Himself and will always provide you with exactly what you need, the freedom and joy of knowing that, baptized into Christ you have everything- you have God’s kingdom with all of its blessings and protections.  
Your Old Adam will never stop trying to enslave you to your passions and desires in this life.  But that is not freedom.  It’s slavery of the worst kind.  Christ has revealed what true freedom is.  It is trusting in the gracious promises of God the Father so completely that you no longer have any need to worry in any way about yourself.  You are free to live your entire life in service to your neighbor, your wife, your children, your parents, your employer and your enemy.  You are no longer a slave because Jesus has freed you and led you to the promised land of peace.  You are free to abandon the sins of the flesh.  Apart from Christ there is no freedom – only condemnation.  Those who want to remain in their sin and refuse the forgiveness Christ has offered them and the means by which He freely gives you that forgiveness will not remain in the house forever.  But in Christ, washed clean of your sin, nourished by the very Body and Blood that were crucified to set you free, you are sons of God and you will remain in His house forever.  You are sons and daughters by blood – not Abraham’s but Jesus’.  You enjoy God’s abundant blessings and the peace of knowing that this life with all of its trials, sorrows, and temptations will pass away and you will finally enjoy the immediate presence of the Holy Trinity for all eternity.  That is freedom.  That is exactly what we celebrate this day.  That is why we stand when we sing “A Mighty Fortress is our God” because our God has fought for us against the Old Evil Foe and conquered Him for all eternity.  Through His chosen servant, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, God brought this glorious truth back to light – the truth that the Son has set you free.  Jesus has died and you live. 

And your God continues to fight for you even now.  Your Father sends forth His legions of angels to defend you.  He sends out His legions of messengers with the eternal Gospel to proclaim: your sins are forgiven by the Blood of the Lamb who slain and now reigns victoriously over heaven and earth…FOR YOU!  This Gospel is the mighty fortress in which you dwell.  And no matter how violently Satan and his hordes lay siege to this fortress, it will stand and you will be safe within its walls.  This Gospel is Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  Satan has already hurled everything at His disposal at the Son of God on the cross, killing God.  But what looked like certain victory as Jesus hung there, was actually the devil’s undoing, because Jesus was innocent.  Death could not hold Life.  Jesus marched into hell with the banners of victory unfurled– His victory, your victory.  The war for your soul was over to the victor go the spoils – you.  You are Christ’s.  Jesus Himself has said so.  Sound the trumpet.  Raise your voices in hymns and shouts of victory.  The Lamb has been slain and you are free.
In +Jesus’ Name.  Amen

