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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

In the Gospel reading for today Jesus lays out perhaps one of the most beloved and popular images of Himself – the Good Shepherd.  Countless pieces of artwork have drawn on these words of Jesus – “I am the Good Shepherd.”  We rightly take comfort in these words of our Lord – thinking of the gentle and kind shepherd picking up the lost and hurting lambs and carrying them to safety.  
Our own church draws its name from John 10.  Christ our Lord, the Shepherd of Peace, peace brought through His pierced hands, feet, and side, who gives us the peace of the forgiveness of sins.  When we are going through the valley of the shadow of death with a dying loved one, an uncertain financial future, a crumbling marriage, or the guilt of our enduring sin, what joy is ours to turn to St. John’s Gospel and be reminded that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will not flee but stays with us to guard, defend, comfort and rescue us from the wolves that snarl and surround us seeking to devour us.
And Jesus certainly is a good shepherd.  He has a seemingly impossible task.  We spend our entire lives wandering away from the green pastures and quiet waters of Christ’s fold – the Church, where we drink daily from the waters of Holy Baptism and feast on the rich and abundant life-giving food of Jesus’ flesh and blood.  We think we know better.  We think that there really are greener pastures to be found in satisfying the always-deceptive desires of our flesh.  
And yet every time, we only end up finding ourselves lost in a barren wasteland, away from our shepherd and easy prey for Satan and his pack of predators.  We think God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament are dull and own out, like eating McDonald’s too often.  We come to even despise them as insufficient for the task of drawing the sheep who are not yet part of Christ’s flock.  We think we have to spice them up with thet latest fads and crazes sweeping the country.  But then we find out it was all a snake-oil gimmick – big promises, but no fruit that endures.

But the Good Shepherd is patient.  He knows how easily distracted you are.  He knows that Because of your sinful flesh you will doubt the power of His Word because it appears so weak.  He knows that you will often treat the Supper as your right rather than His gift to you, prepared under scourge and nail.  Yet rather than waiting for you to get it together and return to Him, Jesus seeks you out and retrieves you.  He rescues you from the mouths of the false teachers who appear in sheep’s clothing, calling themselves Christians but only guide you to try to take comfort in yourself and who you are or in their flashy show that promises to give you a Jesus-high and motivate you to give yourself again to Jesus and live a more satisfying and Christian life.  One of the most recent to join the assault on God’s means of salvation would have you believe that fasting is the key; that by fasting you can unlock God’s power.  What is this except trying to manipulate God by your works?  Jesus knows that these wolves are from the devil and will only lead you away from His cross and His gifts.
But sometimes the only way to rescue you from yourself and your tendency to latch on to those who talk more about the Christian than the Christ is to discipline you with rod.  Your Shepherd must bring you into trials and suffering so that you see the folly and emptiness of the so-called wisdom that comes from men and the Christianity that men like to dream up in their hearts that are only loosely if at all based upon God’s clear Word.  
The Good Shepherd gently prods you away from becoming proud of yourself and how Christian you claim to be.  He must remind you that the heart of Christianity lies in humbling yourself under the mighty hand of God, confessing your failure to remain faithfully in the fold, your unwillingness to be satisfied with the good the Good Shepherd mercifully provided for you at the cost of His own life which He willingly laid down for you.  
Jesus works on you so that you will see just how powerless the things of this world are to save and help you in any way.  Jesus is your shepherd and He alone.  He will give you what is good – always, even when you don’t understand how the things He gives are good.  That is His unfailing promise.  The Good Shepherd, who does nothing but take care of you and give you more of the good things than you could possibly ever need, so deeply desired you to be in His fold and receive the things of eternal salvation that He laid down His life for you.  And He did this even though you had wandered away from Him in your sin, your rebellion, your doubt, and your arrogance.  
But Christ Jesus, the great Shepherd and overseer over your soul, loves you and now, washed clean in the quiet, gentle waters of Holy Baptism and fed with the eternally satisfying meal of the Shepherd’s flesh and blood, you can be assured of God’s promises  - promises to deliver you and protect you from all the wolves that seek to destroy you from within and without.  He speaks so that you can hear His voice and be drawn to it rather than the voices of the false teacher of your Old Adam and the false teachers that cry out on every street corner, television channel, and radio station.

The Good Shepherd has risen from the dead to shepherd you and to guide you on the path of righteousness.   He calls you away from the barren desolate wasteland of sin and selfishness.  By the blood that poured forth from His wounds, your wounds of sin, grief, unbelief, lust, pride, jealousy, greed, and fear have been bandaged up and healed.  You are whole and forgiven.  The Good Shepherd cares for you and feeds you again this day to strengthen you and comfort you.  You are the flock of the Good Shepherd.  Come and be fed in the verdant pastures of the Lord.

In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.

