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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Have you ever noticed that young children don’t really hesitate to talk to their parents?  It seems to be something kids just do naturally.  “These are the people who feed me, clothe me, clean up after me, take me to the zoo, and play with me.  If I’m going to talk to someone or ask someone for something, it makes sense that it would be these folks.”  And so they do.  Not always coherently and not always nicely, but talk and ask away they do.

And there is a certain amount of satisfaction in it for parents.  To think that this little person assumes that you will take care of him, provide for him, and seek his happiness.  You are needed.  God has entrusted children to your care, to feed and care for them and to teach them God’s Word – that they are sinners in need of the forgiveness Jesus has won for them on the cross.

Conventional wisdom says that no one is going to look out for you but you.  You can’t trust anyone to look out for you and your best interest.  Children don’t work that way.  They put out their little hands and make the universal “Gimme” sign, fully expecting to get what they ask for because they believe that their happiness and care is your only concern.

A child doesn’t wait to ask until he feels that he’s earned the right to ask.  He doesn’t ask someone else to ask for him because he thinks someone else has more of an in with you.  He asks because he is your child and you are his parent.  He somehow knows, better than we do, that to be a parent is to be the one charged by God with the child’s care.  It is the very nature of the parental office to stop at nothing to care for the well being of your child, though, of course, that doesn’t mean giving your child everything he or she wants.  Often it means just the opposite because children often don’t understand what it is that they truly need.
Sadly, we have forgotten what it means to be a child.  For some people, this part of being a child was never experienced because their parents were more interested in themselves.  Their children were an inconvenience or a means to another end.  For others, their parents confused wants with needs, trying to be their child’s buddy rather than their parent.  For others, adulthood has erased any sense of trust whatsoever.  And all of us have fallen prey to the belief that we have to take care of ourselves – that we are no longer dependent on anyone.  Christians especially find this difficult.  “I am a Christian.  I have strength in me now because I have accepted Jesus into my heart.”  But then life continues and soon “Why do I still struggle?  Why do I still wrestle with sin?  Why do I suffer?  Why am I not met with success at every turn?  Why me?  Why is my life so hard?”  The devil leads our weak flesh to think that knowing about Jesus is an academic exercise.  Once you got the facts you got ‘em and now you’re good.  You don’t need more help.  You now have power within yourself to overcome and be happy.  

But that’s nothing more than a lie and delusion.  To know and cling to Christ in this life is to struggle, to face squarely the disastrous consequences of sin in our own lives and the lives of our loved ones.  And then to face the even harder reality that we are powerless to change any of it.  We cannot will ourselves into being better people even though we know full well how God would have us live.  We daily bang our heads against the wall of our own pet sins and then wonder “Why can’t I stop?”  We have endless conversations with our friends and family about what the Bible says – why not coming to church is a sin, why living with your boyfriend or girlfriend is committing adultery, why the Christian faith is the only tru faith.  You may say all the right things, you may know all the commandments by heart – but nothing changes.  We are powerless to save either ourselves or anyone else or change our own or anyone else’s behavior.

This is why Jesus drives us to prayer.  Jesus is more aware of the miserable conditions you face than you are.  He knows how hard it will be for you to cling to the promises He has made to you, as great and as true as they are, because of the heartache and difficulty that will face you on every side.  He knows that you can do not good thing apart from Him.  He knows that you are as dependent upon God your heavenly Father every hour of every day as you were on your mother growing in her womb.

You are a child of God, redeemed and loved.  You need the help and strength of your heavenly Father if you are to ever survive this valley of sorrow.  And so Jesus says “…ask the Father in My Name.  Cry to God.  Pour out your heart, lament, express your need and your desire whatever it is – not because God doesn’t know the desires of your heart but because God promises to hear you.  Pray because the Father loves you and wants to hear your voice as any true earthly father is delighted and fins joy in the voice of his children.  Pray because of the sure promises of God, not your own sense of worthiness or togetherness.
Don’t try to go it alone.  You can’t.  And you don’t have to.  God never tells you to grow up, move out of His house, and be independent.  Just the opposite.  Your heavenly Father invites you to lift your eyes to heaven and be a child every day of your life, whether you are four, forty, or a hundred and four.  If only our weak hearts could fully grasp this gift and promise.  You heavenly Father love YOU.  He does not tire of hearing your voice.  He does not demand that you have long elaborate prayers with big words eloquently woven together.  You are not a nuisance or an inconvenience to Him – ever.  He is never to busy to listen and there is no aspect of your life that He doesn’t care deeply about.  You are His child, after all.

To be a Christian is to confess that you are a weak, helpless child completely dependent upon your heavenly Father for everything.  To be a child of God is to drop all pretenses of being strong, self-sufficient, put-together, and happy about everything.  Being a Christian means you know that you are unable to help yourself, but that Christ has suffered and died, being the perfect child you could never be and believing that through your own baptism God has adopted you into His household of faith.  You are the son of the heavenly Father, not by your blood, not by your obedience, not by your choice but by the blood, obedience, and choice of Jesus.  And now you don’t even need Jesus to ask the Father for you, because you believe in Jesus and can go straight to the Father yourself in the great joy and complete confidence that you will be heard and you will be given the help that you need.
Pray, for the Father love YOU!.

In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.

