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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Today we have the opportunity to rejoice with the whole Church on earth and in heaven!  These six young Christians will soon stand before God and you as representatives of the Christian Church and publicly affirm with their own lips the grace poured out upon them on the day of their Baptism.  They will vow to God their faithfulness to the confession of the Christian faith as they have come to know it from the Scriptures and the Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther.  Pray for them and encourage them because you know the struggles and trials that await them.  Their involvement on the Christian battlefield against the world and the old evil foe continues to increase and like us, they cannot stand alone.

This is truly a day for all of us to rejoice.  Against all the attempts of the Satanic foe, our Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd and overseer of your souls, has, by His grace, kept you in His fold where you have been fed and nourished by His Word, strengthening, deepening, and maturing the faith once given to you.  As you have sat listening to God’s Word read from the Holy Scriptures, as you have heard the voice of Christ in the preaching, as you have come confessing your sins and need for God’s mercy in Christ, God has been preparing you for this day, when you will begin to take part in the full life of the Church.  Into the same mouths that confess Jesus before God and men, God will soon place the very body and blood of you Savior, which were first prepared on Calvary’s holy mountain on the cross, under God’s wrath against your sin.  Today and hereafter, Christ your Savior will join Himself to you bodily, pouring into you the forgiveness of all your sins through the Holy Communion. 

In just a little while, as Jesus says, all the sermon studies, the quizzes, the tests, the studying, the memorizing, and the questioning will find their fulfillment in the Sacrament of the Altar.  As all the adults sitting here will tell you, life is full of little whiles.  In a little while you will head to high school and then maybe college.  In a little while, though not long enough, you will be driving and perhaps moving out on your own.  In a little while, though hopefully not too little, you will be getting married and starting families of your own.  Again a little while and, Lord willing, you will be having children and teaching them what Christ has done for them, and bringing them to the same Confirmation classes and telling them how much more difficult Confirmation was when you were young.
And in the midst of all those little whiles there will most certainly be sorrows, as Jesus warns His disciples.  You will lose friends; break up with boyfriends and girlfriends.  You will make poor choices that bring with them seemingly unbearable consequences.  You will be confronted and challenged because you confess Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  You will lose jobs.  You will struggle in your marriages.  One day you will have to commit your parents to the grave in the hope of the resurrection as some of your parents have already had to do.  The world is full of sin and its consequences.  You can no more escape the sorrows of the sinful dying world than you can escape the death of your body.  We adults now shake our heads wondering how much worse things could possibly get before Christ returns.  You will likely say the same thing if our Lord has not yet returned.

But the confession that you will make this day, that God the Father, through His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, has overcome these things by laying on Jesus the punishment for all the world’s sins, will sustain you through all life’s little whiles.  This confession alone will bring the joy of which Christ speaks which cannot be taken from you.  As week after week you return to the house of God, to gather with God’s people of all times and places around God’s gifts, the God who created heaven and earth, who redeemed you by the blood of the spotless Lamb, who poured out His Holy Spirit on you in the waters of the font, will strengthen you and bind you up, renewing your strength so that you can endure in the faith to the end.  He will comfort you through His Word of peace.  He will assure you that your sins have been removed as far from you as the East is from the West, that you are indeed His beloved child, free from the guilt and punishment you rightly deserve.  

Out of His great love for His people, in order that you would be kept safely in the Ark of the Holy Christian Church, Christ has prepared for you the feast of feasts – His body and His blood.  This food gives strength to your soul as you pass through all the little whiles of life, many of which will feel like an eternity.  But the promise Christ made to you when He washed you in Holy Baptism remains always true.  Even life itself is but a little while.  And when that little while is over, as you have confessed this day, your body will be laid to rest in the grave, your soul will go to rest in Christ from your earthly labors.  And then in a little while, Christ will call forth your body from the grave and you will be made whole and perfect and you will join the Church triumphant in God’s presence.  All the little whiles will come to an end and only eternity in the presence of your Maker and Redeemer will remain.
Even though you will not have to answer any more “T/F” questions or catch Pastor’s mistakes in the word lists, your time of testing is far from over.  Your enemies are real and they are lively and strong.  They know full well that they only have a little while to lead you astray, and you can be sure they will use it well.  Confirmation is not graduation.  Confirmation is truly your confession that you know and believe your deep and abiding need to continue receiving God’s Word and Sacrament offered to you here in the Divine Service.  It is my prayer and the prayer of this Church that you will, for the rest of your life remain faithful in the reception of the Lord’s Supper, a diligent student of the Scriptures and the Small Catechism, vigilant in prayer for others and yourselves, and faithful to the vows you will make in just a little while.
Your Lord is greater than all your enemies.  Your mighty Savior fights for you and He prays for you.  He has already conquered and reigns victorious from His heavenly throne.  There will be times that you grow weary and faint as you sojourn though this life.  But the Lord has provided the Means of Grace to refresh and sustain you – an oasis to carry you through your wilderness wanderings on the way to the Promised Land.

Parents, we praise God that you have up to this point by the grace of God faithfully fulfilled your God-given responsibility raise your children in the Christian faith, bringing them Sunday after Sunday to hear the voice of their Good Shepherd and be fed by Him and driving them every Wednesday night back to church to study the faith that they confess and into which they were baptized.  But your work is not yet done.  These young Christians will still need your prayer, your guidance, your discipline, and your encouragement.  These children are your great joy and you are rightly proud of them this day.  May God grant you the strength to continue to be faithful Christian parents in the face of a world that will do all it can to steal these little out of the hands of their Lord.  
This whole congregation is also charged by God with the responsibility to pray for these youth that they would hold fast their confession of faith and not forsake the gifts of God.  Pray that the Lord would guard and defend these six children from all the assaults of the evil one, that they would remain faithful in their reception of the Lord’s Supper and diligent in prayer and the study of God’s Word.  

You are all sons and daughters of the Most High God, called out of darkness into the bright light of Christ.  Confirmands, today the pictures may be of you and the cards may be addressed to you, but today is truly about rejoicing in what God has done for you and to you.  Today is about God’s glory.  Today we praise God for doing what none of us are able to do.  Like the six adults who were confirmed on Easter Sunday, you stand here today reminding us that it is God’s gracious loving work to grant us faith and to preserve us in that faith through His Word and Sacraments.  Let us rejoice this day in the confession that we share – that Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered and died, forgiving all our sins and giving us white robes of his righteousness.  And this same Jesus has risen from the dead, conquering sin and death forever and promising to all who believe in Him the resurrection to eternal life.  Dear confirmands, we rejoice to share this confession with you today and to at last receive with you the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

To God alone be all glory, honor, and worship.  May He who has begun this good work in you, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  He who has called you is faithful.  He will bring it pass.  

In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.

