Shepherd of Peace at Prayer

A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer

in the homes of Shepherd of Peace’s Church and School Families
+Last Sunday of the Church Year+

November 20-26, 2011

Catechesis notes of the week – The Giver of Life – In the Third Article we confess our belief in the Holy Spirit.  This same Spirit of God hovered over the face of the deep at creation waiting to be sent to create order and life.  In the Nicene Creed, the Holy Spirit is confessed as the Lord and Giver of Life.  While the Holy Spirit may not receive a great deal of attention in the Scriptures, relatively speaking, He is no less essential to our salvation.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring us to faith and draw our attention to Jesus and the forgiveness of sins.  He is much like the spotlight in the theater, whose purpose is to shine His light on the star of the show and make you understand who is the most important.  As we confess, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him but the Holy Spirit…”  We cannot know, trust in, and confess Christ unless the Holy Spirit, through the means of Word and Sacrament, leads us to do these things.  And we have received this Spirit in the water of Holy Baptism and by this Spirit we are given life now and for all eternity.  Thanks be to God.
The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

Theme: Jesus is coming to take you home.
Invocation

In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Verse: John 6:63
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing.  The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.
Psalm 149
The Catechism:     The Creed – The Third Article
	What is the Third Article?

And in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

	Preschool +

	What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.  But the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true.
	First Grade +


Readings for the Week of the Last Sunday of the Church Year
	Day
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
	Genesis 11:1-9
Genesis 12:1-20
Genesis 13:1-18
Genesis 14:8-23
Matthew 25:1-13
Look ahead to Sunday’s Readings
	Ephesians 1:1-23
Ephesians 2:1-22

Ephesians 4:7-21

Ephesians 4:29-32

Ephesians 5:10-14

Ephesians 5:22-23


Prayers: Collects for the Week, Daily Themes for Prayer, In our Prayers at Shepherd of Peace

Collect for the Last Sunday of the Church Year
O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our sins which by reason of our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your bountiful goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Daily Themes for Prayer

Sunday: 
Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for true 


and godly worship throughout the world and for the 


faithful preaching and hearing of God’s Word.


Monday:
Pray for faith to live in promises of Holy Baptism; for 


your calling daily work; for the unemployed; for the 


salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for 



government; and for peace.

Tuesday:
Pray for deliverance against temptation; for the 



addicted and despairing; for the tortured and 



oppressed; and for those struggling with besetting sins.

Wednesday:     Pray for marriage and family, that all may live 



together under the cross of Christ according to the 


Word of God; for parents who must rear their children 


alone; and for godly schools, our church schools, and 


seminaries.

Thursday:
Pray for the Church and her pastor; for missionaries; 


and for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed 



sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.

Friday:

Pray for the preaching of the cross of our Lord Jesus 


Christ and for its spread throughout the whole world, 


especially in our community; and for the persecuted.

Saturday:
Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the sick and dying; 


for the revival of those who are withering in the faith 


or have fallen away; and for receptive hearts for 


worship and study on the Lord’s Day.
In Our Prayers This Week
Frank Brandle, Ed Emery, Ryan Taylor, Ruth Hall, Ron Wegner, Megan Gotz, Wreatha Studzinski, Katrina Koslowski, Loren Himes, Laura Johnson, Kristi Partyka, The Baumgartner family, Jimmy Burns, Jill Burns, Cheri Leonard, Dale Strohm, the Christian Church throughout the world, and those who have wandered from the faith.
Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism

The Hymn of the Week
 
 Wake, Awake for Night is Flying      LSB 677
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Looking forward to the First Sunday in Advent
November 27, 2011
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 21:1-9
4

