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In the Name of the Trinity – Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Today the Church ponders and adores the great mystery of the Triune God – Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit.  With the seraphim and all the company of heaven, we raise our voices singing the Sanctus, praising the Maker of heaven and earth.  We bow our hearts and heads in humble awe to the one who has graciously revealed Himself to us sinners and even more graciously redeemed us because we do not deserve to know this God.  We do not deserve to be able to confess the Athanasian or any other creed.  We do not deserve to call on Him, especially as Father.  And we most certainly do not deserve to be the objects of His love – the ones for whom the Second Person of the Holy Trinity would humble Himself by becoming one of us and bearing for us the awful punishment for our sin.  Only a gracious God would make Himself known to us who are so full of pride, jealousy, hateful words, lies, perverse desires, arrogance, selfishness, and greed.

Consider for just a moment the seraphim standing around the throne of the Lord.  They are not so full of themselves to think that they deserve to be in the presence of God or that standing before the Lord of Hosts is as commonplace as standing line for coffee during fellowship.  The bright and sinless seraphim have nothing to be ashamed of.  They didn’t follow Lucifer in His rebellion.  They do not defile themselves with immodest and perverse images of one another.  They do not make snide, back-handed comments about one another.  They do not get drunk and loose control of their thoughts, action, and tongues.  They do not degrade their spouses in front of friends, family, and complete strangers.  They do not withhold God’s gifts which He bestows upon us in the Divine Service from their children under the excuse of letting their kids decide for themselves.  They do not slack off at work, wasting someone else’s time and resources.  They do not act as though the Almighty God who created and preserves them owes them anything – life, breath, or an explanation for who He is and how He works to save the ungodly.  And yet, the seraphim use four of their six wings to cover themselves.  They know that even they are not fit or worthy to stand in God’s incense-filled holy temple and serve Him.  They are creatures and they confess by words and deed that they are blessed to even be given life, let alone take upon their lips the Name of God and serve Him in his temple, singing “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth.”
If this is the posture and attitude of the angels, how much more humble ought we be before the One who endured mocking, torture, and a shameful and humiliating death for us to give us eternal life, to take the Father’s wrath against our sin, and to give us a place in the kingdom of God, higher than even that of the angels?

“What are we, O Lord, that you should be mindful of us and take our sinful flesh as your own?  Not only our lips but our minds, eyes, hearts, and hands are dripping with guilt.  Unclean does not even begin to adequately describe our condition before you.  We have failed to acknowledge you, we have given body and mind over to purposes that would make the unbeliever blush, we have tried to stand up in judgment against you, demanding to control the ways and the times of your Holy Spirit, we have treated your gifts like play things and private possessions to be used when and how we so choose.  We are ungrateful through and through.  We deserve to be forsaken by you.”

“Yes, O man, you most certainly deserve my wrath.  You deserve to be punished for your wickedness, your stubbornness, your arrogance, your failure to trust only in Me for all things.  You have treated my Law as an option or something that only applies to those evil sinners out there.  You have denied your own sin or tried to argue it away.  You have made idols out of your own personal version of me that makes me your divine ‘yes man’.

“But I am the Triune God.  I am the Father who has created you for my purposes – to be with you and shower you with My care, my love, and my abundant blessings.  I am the Father who loved sinners – who loved you – by handing over my only-begotten and beloved Son, to Satan and his sons so that they could lift Him up on the cross for sins that you, not He committed., to redeem your life from the damnation you deserve.

“I am the Son, the very image of the Father, who, in love and obedience to my Father, dwelled among you, restoring that which was broken by sin and death; who in accordance with the Father’s will was lifted up so that you who are infested with the death of sin can look upon my crucified body and be healed eternally.  

“I am the Spirit who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  I have made my home with you by sweeping out the darkness that once consumed you.  I have made you holy by giving you the holiness of the Son as your own in the blessed baptismal waters.  I have blown where I pleased and when I pleased.  I have blown here and now.

“I am the Holy One of Israel before whom Isaiah, the angels, and all creation must bow and tremble.  I have sent you my angel and from my altar he will take the fruits of my atoning sacrifice, the body and blood of Jesus, and touch them to your lips.  You are unholy.  You are unworthy.  You are unclean.  But I have made you holy.  I have washed away your guilt.  I have touched you and you will live.
“You are my child.  My ways seem foolish and unimpressive and even at times contradictory to what you think I should do.  But I am the Lord.  Do you find my ways strange, foolish, unfair?  What could be stranger than that I chose you, a poor, miserable sinner?  Do you deserve salvation more than anyone else?  Most certainly not!  If I were like you that is how I would work.  But I am a merciful God, and I have chosen you.  I have made you my child entirely because of my good and gracious will.  I have made satisfaction for all your sins.  I have made you my child.  I chose you as my own.  I desired your salvation while you were still a sinner who hated me.  I have accomplished all things.  My will is for your good.  There is much about me that I have not revealed to you.  But you have my Name and you know my will for you – to repent and receive my forgiveness.  That will is unchangeable.  And I have told you how it is that I would be with you to feed and nourish you, to comfort and sustain you.  I will be where My Word is preached and where my gifts of Holy Baptism and the Holy Communion are administered as I have given them.  I will be with you in the living voice of my servants as they absolve you in my Name and by my command.”

Don’t worry that you can’t understand or explain how God is one God in three persons.  Don’t worry that you can’t explain why God has made you His child and not someone else.  God has not revealed Himself to you so that you can understand or explain Him.  He has revealed Himself to you so that you can know Him and call upon Him – so that you may believe in Him.  Rejoice in the Trinity for this Trinity has redeemed your life from the fiery pit of hell.  He has taken the filth of your sin and made it His own and give you the spotless robe of His righteousness which needs no covering.  He has promised His faithfulness to you.  He is with you in the midst of your darkest and most trying of hours and in your moments of greatest joy.  In Jesus, arms extended upon the cross, you see the Father and because you see Him you live,.  He has spared nothing to have you as His own.  You are baptized.  The Spirit has blown and come to you.  Don’t let yourself be distracted by the whys that you will never answer.

May the one, true Triune God – Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, who has given you the new birth of water and the Spirit, who has touched your lips and cleansed your conscience of its guilt, keep you in this the one true Christian faith, until the One who was lifted up lifts you up to be with the Lord Almighty in the heavenly home He has prepared for you by His blood.

In the Name + of the Trinity.  Amen.
