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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Pentecost is truly a glorious day for all people of the earth.  Finally, the chaos, confusion, and division that God sent upon the arrogant builders of the tower of Babel because of their pride and arrogance has begun to come to an end.  In our own time we marvel at the multiplicity of languages and dialects that we find around the world.  Many people take pleasure in learning and knowing more than one language.  But language can also be the cause of great discord and strife.  Just think about the clashes and arguments that language continues to cause in our own country or in Canada.  The language we speak is part of our identity.  For the most part you can tell where a person lives or at least was raised by the language or accent that they use.  Our language is part of who we are and how we identify ourselves.  Just try telling someone that they cannot speak in their mother tongue and see what their reaction is. 
Language is important.  And while we can celebrate and marvel at the beauty of various languages, which I’m sure everyone did in grade school as they were learning how diagram sentences and what dangling participles were, it is always good to remember why all people don’t speak the same language.  It’s because men used that common language, another gift given by God, for their own gain over and against their Lord.  They attempted to establish themselves, protect their life, make a name for themselves other than the name God had given them through their father, Noah.  They attempted to find their glory in their own accomplishments and reach into heaven by their own means.  “Let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”  

There is only one Name under heaven by which men must be saved, and it is most assuredly not a name that sinful men have made for themselves.  The name that sinful men desire for themselves is one that is built upon their own achievements and accomplishments.  It is a name that glorifies themselves rather than the one who created them and provides them with their daily bread and the means of salvation.  Our Old Adam always wants to worry about our position in life and our status among our peers.  We want to prove that we are somebody worth being noticed.  We think that we can provide permanence for ourselves.  We want people to remember us when we are gone.  It is this desire that drives the cult of celebrity.  And there is a little celebrity in all of us.  We want to be known or be associated with someone who is known.  This is why people engage in name-dropping.  We try to attach ourselves to someone who has made a name for themselves among men as though that gives some kind of meaning and definition to our own lives.  
We spend our lives vainly trying to make a legacy and a name for ourselves by climbing the corporate ladder so that people will praise our hard work; we try to be known as the one who volunteers for every cause under the sun so that people praise us for our tireless efforts and selfless commitment to others; we want to prove to everyone how smart, funny, in the know, or talented we are.  Day after day we try to take our bricks of volunteerism, helpfulness, piety, wisdom, and whatever we can find or invent that we think will make God and others happy with us and try to build little towers into heaven and thereby make names for ourselves.

Repent.  What you think are bricks are nothing but hay and straw.  Men may find you impressive but God sees the truth.  He knows that you are seeking your own glory and storm the gates of heaven with the filthy rags you call good works.  The cross of Jesus has scattered your self-made monuments and left them lying in rubbles on the ground.  The name you were working so hard to make for yourself is finally nothing – a vain chasing after the wind.  Sinners are incapable of doing anything to impress God or establish themselves in His favor.  You cannot put yourself in a position where you are safe and secure from hardship, disease, temptation, persecution, or suffering.  Being a Christian puts you right smack in the middle of all these things because as Christians this world, your own flesh, and Satan himself are your enemies and desire your overthrow.  It is the way of the wicked to think “I shall not be moved; throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.”  And so the wicked go on building bigger barns for themselves, looking for ways, means, and excuses to satisfy their desires and establish themselves in this life rather than submitting themselves to God’s will.
You are free to stop your striving and worrying.  “Let not your hearts be troubled” because you have been given a name and an inheritance already.  You have been established in the kingdom of heaven as a child of the most high by being drowned and raised to life in the waters of Holy Baptism.  You have been the Name of the Holy Trinity - +Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This Name and this Name alone endures throughout all generations.  This Name brings peace because it frees you from the hopeless effort of shoing to God, yourself, or anyone else that you’re worth a second look, that you are worthy of heaven or even that you are a good Christian.  YOU ARE A Christian because God has made you one.  The Spirit that proceeds from the Father and the Son, the same Spirit that settled in tongues of fire on the first disciples has descended upon you.  The Father and the Son have made their home with you and among you.  The blood of Jesus has covered all your failed attempts to please God and is now given to you as a pledge and seal of your inheritance.  The obedience and death of Christ have been credited to you by His grace.

The Spirit of Christ that has been bestowed upon you now drives you to works of a different nature.  He drives you to speak.  Not in the gibberish that some call “tongues”, but in your tongue, your language, proclaiming the mighty works of God in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of the world’s sins to the end of the earth.  The work of the apostles, the work of Jesus Christ Himself, continues through you every time you confess Him before men, every time a sinner is called to repentance, every time Christ’s word of absolution and peace is spoken to the repentant sinner.  This Holy Spirit leads you to confess before friend and family, not your own name, but the holy and precious Name of Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, who by His death has made atonement for all sin and who will return to judge the living and the dead.  This Spirit leads you to serve one another rather than yourselves in humility, without grumbling , without fear of abuse because Christ has so willingly served you in His suffering and death like a silent lamb led to the slaughter.

Rejoice!  You have a Name – the Name that is above every name in heaven and on earth!  You have been given Jesus’ Name and in that Name you have received heaven and earth – forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation.  And all this completely apart from anything you have or can do.  This Name cannot be bought or earned.  It can only be given and it has been given to you. 

