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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Why do we need the Law?  Can’t we just get by with Jesus?  The Law is so harsh with all of its demands and restrictions.  How can there be any joy in life with this list of do’s and don’ts constantly hanging around our necks, dragging us away from any kind of self-indulgence?  God knows we aren’t perfect.  Why should we have to be daily reminded of that fact by reviewing our Small Catechism?  The Law is depressing.  I certainly don’t feel any better about myself when I consider how I have spent my time in the mirror of the 10 Commandments.

All too often we think of Jesus as the One who has come to pick up those stone tablets God gave to Moses on Mt. Sinai and shatter them because Moses was really just the product of a backwards, patriarchal, superstitious religious cult who didn’t understand that God is really just about love.  “Love God.  Love your neighbor.”  That’s really all we need.  Sure, some of the Commandments make sense – don’t murder, don’t steal.  But most of them just don’t apply anymore.  Parents love the 4th Commandment as long as they are the authority in question that is to be obeyed and honored.  Just don’t call them out for speaking disrespectfully of their president, congress, boss, parents, or pastor.  That’s totally different.  The 6th Commandment only applies in gross, obvious cases.  It has nothing to do with living with MY boyfriend or girlfriend, not going “all the way”,  and it most certainly doesn’t come into play when it’s my kids. “Don’t you know how expensive it is to live on your own these days, Pastor?  We need to take our relationship for a test drive so we can be sure we like it and it’s going to work.  And of course, it’s appalling to think that someone would say something about me that we unkind or that belittled me in front of others.  Why wouldn’t they do everything they could to uphold my reputation?  Why would they exploit my weaknesses for social points?  But I was just telling the truth about my neighbor.  It’s their own fault if they are doing embarrassing or immoral or stupid things.  And it is my job to point those things out to other people…to warn them.
We’re okay with the Law so long as it doesn’t bit us.  We are adept at excusing ourselves from the demands of the 10 Commandments.  I can hoard what I have been blessed with because I have worked hard and deserve what I have.  I don’t have to regularly and faithfully receive God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament because God knows what’s in my heart, and Sunday morning is not really a good time for me and church is kind of boring.  The list is endless.  It’s okay to say I am a sinner but it better not get any more specific than that.  I like my sins and you aren’t going to take them away from me.  I haven’t committed any of the “big ones” so I’m sure these “little ones” (that everyone else commits) aren’t a big deal.

