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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The King approaches His holy city and all He can do is weep.  Why?  Because they have rejected their King.  They have refused to be humbled before God.  They have refused to repent.  They would not listen to the Word of the Lord because it called them to turn away from vain thoughts of self-righteousness and to believe in the righteous One, the Son of Mary, the Son of God.  Prophet after prophet called God’s people to turn from their wicked ways and to reject the false prophets who gave them a false sense of security, who won the people’s favor by allowing them to continue living in sin while believing that they were at peace with God, worshipping idols of self-righteousness that they had made for themselves.  The false prophets encouraged the people to invent their own worship of God which they liked better, which were a better fit for them because it made them comfortable, allowing them to minimize or ignore completely their sin and continue doing and believing whatever they wanted.  They replaced the true worship of God with man-made worship.  They spurned the things that actually make for peace with God – repentance and trust in the mercy of God which is given through the obedience, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  They rejected the means by which God worked salvation for men.

The sin of idolatry, the breaking of the First Commandment, lies at the heart of all sin.  The other nine commandments flow from this one – “You shall have no other gods.”  But you do.  You heart does not long after only God and His Word.  The things of God are not forefront in your mind each and every day.  You may not bend your knee and pray to your idols, but you would rather go to the game or out hunting or fishing or over to your friend’s house for the weekend, or stay out partying until three in the morning than be in God’s house hearing His Word to you, seeking His mercy and forgiveness and being fed the Lord’s Supper.  God and His will are to be your source of greatest joy, the most important thing in your life.  But they are not.  Your family, your friends, your play-time, your peers, your personal desires and preferences, your job, your delusions of what makes for a happy and fulfilling life, your favored presidential candidate – the list is endless.  We frantically run around trying to drink from these pleasures and expect that these things will be the answer to our problems.  We covet the lives of those who have everything we wish we had.  The true worship of God – believing that His Word is true when it says there is nothing good in you, humbly confessing your sin, rejoicing that He has shown you mercy, and believing His promises that He attaches to the holy Sacraments – does not come naturally to sinful men.  The true worship of God is completely unnatural because what is natural to us, what is comfortable, is sin and unbelief.  True worship must be given to you, just as it had to be given to God’s people in the Old Testament.  You are no more capable of knowing how to rightly worship God than our fathers.  You are no less a sinner.  You aren’t able any more than they were to understand and fear God.  You Old Adam finds true worship offensive because your Old Adam is exposed as the liar and hater of God that he is.
If you believe that the way you worship God doesn’t matter, so long as you believe in and worship God or even Jesus, listen again to St. Paul as he distinguishes true and false worship of God.  “For I bear witness that they (Israel) have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  For being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.”  Well, what is God’s righteousness?  Clearly it cannot be the righteousness of the Law.  The righteousness of God must come in a way other than through the Law.  We can’t earn or merit this righteousness by anything we do.  It doesn’t matter how well we have kept the second table of the Law.  The is what Israel attempted to do.  This is why Jesus drove out the moneychangers.  It wasn’t because temple sacrifices were wrong.  God himself had commanded them.  God says in Psalm 50 “Not for you sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerings are continually before me.”  The problem is not with the sacrifices themselves.  The problem is that faith was put in the act of sacrificing and not in God’s promise of mercy.  The sacrifices were no longer reminders of promise, but good works that God had to be pleased with and reward with His favor, blessing, and peace.  This is idolatry.  It doesn’t matter whether it is your good ethic, your sacrifice of time and energy to provide for you family or neighbors, your regular attendance at church – if you think that God is pleased with you and loves you because of anything you have done, then you worship a false god that doesn’t even exist.  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit.  A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”  
So clearly the problem for the Israelites was not their zealousness or enthusiasm.  They knew the Law inside and out and obsessed themselves with adhering to it…so they thought.  But their zealousness as wasted.  Zealousness does not equal faith or true worship.  Getting excited about God, Jesus, or your faith does not constitute true worship of God.  Being excited about playing baseball does not mean that I play it correctly.  Being excited about school does not make me a good student.  Excited students can still fail.  And excitement wears off.  The zealousness of Israel was a zealousness of ignorance and unbelief because it was a zealousness for self-salvation, salvation through the keeping of the Law.  And while we should be zealous about God’s will, which is the problem because we are not truly zealous about it or else we would keep it, true zealousness for the Law can only come when we are brought to see that the Law, as good as it is, only condemns us for our failure to keep it but that in Christ God has shown us mercy and forgiven us – this is the righteousness of faith, a righteousness that can’t be bought or earned but must be given.

And it has been given to you.  You know the things that make for peace – not empty promises and psychological pats on the back telling you that everything is going to be okay and that you need to spend more time focusing on yourself and making yourself happy – but the blood of the true temple, the man Jesus Christ, of whom the structure in Jerusalem was only a foreshadowing.  The zeal which drove Christ to overturn the tables of the moneychangers , drove Him to leave the temple, to suffer rejection and the blasphemies of sinful men, to bear your cross to the top of Golgotha, and die under the condemnation of the Law and the wrath of God against your sin.  In the flooding waters of the font, Jesus has driven out of you the spirit of Satan and made you the temple of the Holy Spirit of God.  He has cleansed you and by that same Holy Spirit you are drawn to delight in God’s Word, to understand and be drawn to the true worship of God  - faith in the Son of God who died for you.
And it is precisely the job of that faith to draw here as it has today.  You don’t come to church to come to church. You come because when the Good Shepherd leads His flock to quiet waters and green pastures, he leads you to Divine Service where we live out the baptismal life confessing our sins and being fed with the bread of eternal life.  To follow Christ is to be here where He Himself has promised to be for you to save you, comfort you and nourish you.. The Divine Service is the living out of the First Commandment because it is submitting yourself to the way in which God has chosen to be among you and give you the forgiveness which your starving and parched soul craves.  Here god answer all your prayers for help and mercy.  Here God shows Himself to you as the merciful and loving Father who has spared nothing to rescue you from hell and the false, worthless, powerless idols you had set up and hoped in.  You worship the living and true God who rode victoriously into Jerusalem on a beast of burden bearing the guilt of the whole world.  You worship the true God who came to Jerusalem on an animal of peace to bring you peace from the terrors and unrest of your conscience.  The things that make for peace are right here and are placed in your ears and in your mouths.  You are here because you worship Jesus, who has given you forgiveness, life, and salvation.

In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.

