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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

“Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Well, that’s not very tolerant, Jesus.  Those folks said they knew you and did so many wonderful things in Your name.  I’ll even bet if you asked them they would say how much they loved you.  But that’s the problem.  They believed that Jesus would be impressed with what they had done.  “Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy, cast out demons, and do many mighty works?”  Sinful man can’t stop thinking about what he has or hasn’t done.  That is the wisdom of the ancient philosophers.  That is always man’s answer to imperfection – more of his own efforts and attempts to lead a better life.  And that is the bad fruit of the false prophets.  That is how you judge prophecy.  The one who would focus your attention on your obedience, your commitment, even your repentance and your service to God and all the things you do is a ravenous wolf, a member of Satan’s pack, working to steal away from you the certainty of your salvation.  And, yes, that means that every church that has the name Christian is not necessarily Christian.  The people may be friendly.  They may have lots of family-friendly activities.  And there may even be Christians there, but that is only because God has, so far, spared them from falling prey to the devilish doctrines being preached.  So long as what is preached there does not put all the emphasis on Jesus Christ who died to pay for your sins and does not drive you to cling to Him alone for salvation and the means of grace which He has provided, then that place is to be avoided by Christians.
Jesus was not interested in tolerance.  He wasn’t concerned with religious freedom.  He was not concerned with whether or not people found His Word to be abrasive or off-putting.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  His concern is always your soul.  And that means that He is not only in the business of leading you to the truth – that He alone has paid the full price to ransom you from condemnation, that in the still waters of Holy Baptism you were saved by being joined to Jesus’ own death and resurrection, and that in the Lord’s Supper you are fed the true, real flesh and blood of your Shepherd for the forgiveness of all your sins – but He also must defend you from the wolves who would seek to devour you by preaching to you another way of salvation.  Jesus must fight off those who would lead you from the precious Sacraments that He has given, who would teach you that these things are just empty rituals and nice symbols of your obedience, who would lead you to believe that the heart of the Christian life is a change in behavior and joyful service to Lord. These false ideas conveniently had names before – Phariseeism and later monasticism.  
These predators are sneaky and hard to detect because they know they can’t simply walk up to the sheep.  They have to disguise themselves to look like one of the flock.  They sound a lot like the sheep and act a lot like the sheep, but it’s a cover.  They get you comfortable with them and then they pounce.  It’s the job of the Shepherd to know His precious lambs, calling each by the name they were given in their Baptism and thereby recognizing imposters.  And the Shepherd must act swiftly to destroy the murderous wolves before the sheep are carried of and lost forever.  How often did Jesus name the Pharisees as hypocrites, perverters of God’s Word, whitewashed tombs, and even sons of the devil?  The truth often hurts and isn’t popular but it is the truth.  There is only one truth and that is Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

Nothing has changed.  As Jeremiah had to call out the false prophets (which I’m sure they didn’t like), as Jesus had to call out the Pharisees (which they obviously weren’t fond of), as St. Paul had to call out St. Peter for giving even the slightest credibility to the Judaizers who still insisted that keeping the Law was part of salvation along with faith in Jesus – so too must Christ’s undershepherds use the crimson red staff of the cross to drive off those who create confusion for God’s flock.  Preachers who talk about Jesus and faith but who deny the saving work of baptism and who turn the Lord’s Supper into a feast of bread and wine of obedience, who would have you be more concerned with you behavior then who it is you confess as Savior, must be silenced.  To make a quick buck they are pandering to your Old Adam who is more than happy to listen to their lies.
And to complicate things, the wolves are everywhere.  They set up shop and begin singing their siren son, leading astray those sheep who do not remain rooted in the Scriptures, who have grown cold to their need for the food their Good Shepherd give them because it’s not exciting enough, who have set their Small Catechism aside because they already “know” it.  And what’s worse, the wolves know to go after the young of the flock so they seek your children and lure them (and you) in with fun activities, bands, and stage shows.  And then they feed them their poison.  They tell kids that they need to accept Jesus into their hearts, they make them doubt that they are Christians because they don’t know what day they were saved or decided to follow Jesus.  They pound into the kids’ heads songs that talk about how much we love God and how amazing He is rather than how much God in Christ loves us.  They convince the kids that if they were really Christians they would do great religious sounding things in Jesus’ Name, like mission trips, asking 10 people whether or not they are saved, or being baptized again and really giving yourself to Jesus and meaning it this time.  And through all this, they rip away from these tender and unprepared lambs the comfort of knowing that they are baptized children of God.  The gifts that God gives for the Christian’s certainty are turned into more good works so that we can prove to God how good, obedient and worthy we are.
But how can one who is dead in sin and trespass choose the good any more than the person in the coffin can choose to be alive?  What is that choosing but a work you can hold before God and say “See, Lord?  Aren’t you proud of me?  Of all my options, I chose you!  Now reward my good choice.”  Ironically enough, a perfect example of this devilish teaching was handed to me as I was preparing this sermon.  Max Lucado, a popular author in Christian circles, on the one painted a beautiful picture of the crucifixion of our Savior highlighting the Son’s willingness to suffer and die for us.  So far sounds good, sounds Christian.  He even goes on to say “Jesus’ forgiveness is a done deal, accomplished at Calvary.”  How true!  Just like Jesus Himself said “It is finished!”  Looks like a sheep, sounds like a sheep, must be a sheep.  But the wolf cannot stay hidden.  After such a pure preaching of the Gospel the teeth come out and Lucado tears down that same Gospel by saying essentially “Jesus did as much as He could do for your salvation, and now you have to finish it.”  He writes “However, ‘Calvary’s trio’ of crosses reminds us we must personally accept that and embrace this gift in our lives.”  And just like that, the free gift is turned into a work.  “You can be saved but you must (fill in the blank).”  That is a preaching of the Law and the Law has no place where grace rules.  Your work is never enough – that’s the problem.  The Law – which accounts for anything that you must do – only shows you that you have failed and condemns you.  If you could choose to accept and love Jesus, then you, apart from God’s grace, could keep the First Commandment and therefore have no need of Jesus’ death.  There is no more certainty or comfort in your choice that there is in your ability to never be angry, never lust, or never covet.
Jesus loves you too much to leave your salvation in any way up to you.  He has done all the work and gives you the entire gift without any merit or worthiness or good intention on your part.  The Good Shepherd has laid down His own life so that you, His dear and precious lamb, could rest in the full assurance of your salvation because of what He has done for you.  He knows that there is no certainty, no peace, in anything you do because you are a sinner.  So He baptizes you and promises you that even though your sins are crimson, even though they are dark and heinous, you are washed clean and you are as white as the new fallen snow.  Period.  He knows that daily you will be confronted with the reality of your enduring sin and disobedience and so He gives you the very same body and blood which were sacrificed to save you from the punishment you know you deserve – something to which you can cling in the hour of doubt.  He promises to you that by this food you have the forgiveness of all your sins and that no failure or weakness on your part can change that.
You are Jesus’ beloved flock, not because you went and chose Him but because He has come and chosen you.  Your choices are filled with hesitation, failure, and doubt.  His choice is not.  And His choosing of you is made in the full knowledge of all your sin and wickedness.  You are His because He has said so.  Period.  And while He can be patient with sins of life, endlessly forgiving the repentant sinner (which is precisely why He came), He will not tolerate those who try to lead you away from the sure confidence that is found only in His life, death, and resurrection.  The false prophets who prophecy peace with God because you love Him and serve Him and worship Him will be cast into the fiery furnace.  That preaching is not from God.  And they will be held accountable for going when they were not sent and speaking a word that God has not spoken to them.  Jesus is not simply the beginning of salvation.  He is all of it – from start to finish – from paying the awful price to bringing you to faith.  He is the author and perfecter of our faith.  In other words, He must do it all and He has – for you.
So do not fear the wolves.  So long as you remain where the Lord has brought you, you are safe.  He has given you His Word so that you know His voice and so that you can recognize the fruits of the false prophets.  Treasure the sacred Scriptures by studying them in your homes and with your brothers and sisters in Christ for your own sake and theirs.  Pray the Small Catechism daily so that your ears are constantly tuned in to the voice of Jesus and you won’t be led away by the sweet-sounding lies of the devil’s preachers.  Feast on the food which Christ gives you to comfort you and strengthen you.  Breathe in the fresh, pure air of the liturgy which holds up only Christ crucified for your salvation, which gives you to sing of God’s mighty acts of salvation and gives you freely everything that is asked of you.  And pray always that God would guard you from the wolves and send to you faithful shepherds whose greatest joy is to preach to you the good news of salvation in the strong Name of Jesus, your Shepherd of true Peace.

