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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  He is risen!


The morning sun rises, the stone has been rolled away, and the tomb is empty!  The Lord Jesus, who two days ago had been offered up as the atonement for all our sins, has burst the gates of hell and claimed the victory over sin and death, YOUR sin and death.  All of Christendom rejoices this day not just because Jesus rose from the dead.  That is truly good news.  But the even greater news is that because He has overcome death, so to shall we.  When our earthly life is ended we will fall asleep only to rise again to eternal life because our brother, Jesus Christ, still bearing our flesh, burst forth from grave.  As all other things Jesus does, even His resurrection is for you.  He did not just rise as a spirit or soul.  As He died in the flesh, so also He has risen in the same flesh, so that your flesh will be born anew, perfected as it will have shed sin and death forever.  Yes, dear Christian, you too, with Job will see Your Redeemer with your own eyes, and not those of another.

 In Adam, all men died when Adam reached out with Eve and took the fruit that had been forbidden to them.  Since that day death has roamed free on the earth, destroying families, driving desperate and despairing souls to end their own lives, driving neighbors and entire nations to rise up against one another and slaughter each other.  Men cannot help but reach out their hands to take what God has forbidden, drawing them ever closer to eternal condemnation.  Sin and death have driven men into the furthest reaches of rebellion against God, leading them to indulge whatever perverted and twisted desires their hearts could imagine.


Yet in the midst of this darkness and chaos, as the earth seemed to be crumbling and falling further and further in upon itself, a light of promise remained.  Before the foundations of the world were laid, God had already prepared for the salvation that would be for all men.  God knew the horrible consequences of our sin and His mercy drove Him to provide the only means by which we could be rescued from the gaping jaws of hell.  Our merciful heavenly Father thus promised the seed of the woman who would crush the prince of darkness and destroy death forever.  The seed of Abraham, the Son of David, would sit upon His throne and everyone in heaven and on earth and under the earth would bow down before Him and worship Him.


Redemption was promised, but redemption always comes at a cost.  The cost of man’s redemption was more than any man could pay.  The wages of sin is death and the death of sinner would be only that – the death of a guilty man.  Only an innocent man could pay the price to redeem a person’s soul from eternal death.  But there was no one innocent found among the children of men.  No one who could lay down their life in exchange for another’s.  “There is no one who does good.  No, not one.”  “All have sinned and fall sort of the glory of God,” and thus all equally deserve God’s temporal and eternal punishment.  Thanks be to God that He abounds in steadfast love and that His mercy endures forever.


God the Father knew that saving man from the fires of hell and an eternity apart from God’s presence could come only at the cost of His dearest treasure – His only-begotten Son, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the voice of His Father, by Whom all things were made.    This obedient Son was the only One who could bear up under the full wrath of God as it was unleashed against your sin – your greed, your lust, your pride, and your rebellion.  Only the death of the Son of Mary, the Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, was sufficient to pay the great price of your redemption.

Thus, the Son stepped down from His throne in heaven and humbled Himself by becoming a man, taking into His divinity our sinful flesh.  God Himself stood upon the earth and thus waged war against sin, death, and the Old Evil Foe.  The battle could not be fought from the heavens.  Satan had already been hurled down and deposed as one of God’s servants.  Our wills were bent on serving only our own immediate desires, caring nothing for the will of God and nothing for the well-being of our neighbors.  Our god was our stomach and we would stop at nothing to fill it.  We had been made soldiers of a ruler who hated us and who wanted only our eternal destruction.


But our Creator, out of His boundless love and mercy did not desire to see us bound to death, falling headlong toward damnation.  Jesus became our brother in the flesh and fought for us while we yet hated Him.  He came to His own but His own did not know Him.  But Christ never turned His eyes from Jerusalem and for the glory set before Him, He endured the taunts, beatings, the scourging and finally the cross.  To most, this was failure, but to the eyes of faith, the crucified Jesus is victory and freedom.  The death of Jesus is the victory over sin.  The cup of the Father’s wrath has been poured out to the last bitter dregs.  Jesus drank all of this so that you could instead drink the cup of salvation.  


This day the Church raises her shout of triumphant as her faithful and loving husband has risen from the dead.  Jesus had offered His body as the sacrifice for all sin, was dead and buried.  But the Father glorified Him.  Death could not hold the Lord of Life and had to relinquish Him.  It had no claim against Jesus.  Our Lord is victorious and has ascended back to His Father to rule and reign until the day of His return when He will again take His stand upon the earth in final victory.  But that is a day which you do not need to fear.  You have been joined to the victorious Christ and His return will be for you a most joyous day.  The resurrection of all believers is a resurrection to life.  On that glorious day we will all be changed, in the twinkling of an eye.  Our perishable bodies, here wracked with pain, temptation, sorrow, and corruption, will be changed and we too will put on the imperishable and join our Savior for eternity.  

Christ Jesus is risen!  He is risen and give you His victory.  There is nothing left for you to fear and nothing left for you to do.  Sin and death have been vanquished and stripped of their sting.  The struggles that beset you in this life are only the last gasps of your Old Adam, drowning in the blood of Christ and the absolution He speaks to you.  The rods that strike you are not the blows of an angry God, but a loving God who is disciplining you so that you do not return to the way of death.  The devil has no claim on you because you have been washed clean of all your sin.  He will rage on against you and the rest of Christ’s body here on earth, but Satan has no power – no real power.  For you, dear Christian, the grave is no longer a place to be feared as though the death of the body is the end.  This is the certainty which sustains us.  We know that this life is not the end neither is the grave our final resting place.  For you the grave is a way-point through which you will one day pass and be awakened to eternal life.  Certainly Christians mourn at the funerals of their brothers and sisters in Christ.  It is painful to be apart from our loved ones.  But we know that we will most certainly see them again and together we will rejoice in the presence of our risen Savior.

The stone has been rolled away and the seal on the Scriptures has been broken.  The death and resurrection of Jesus is the central moment in all of history as in His flesh Jesus brought life to the dying and bruised conscience.  As a baptized child of God you have been joined to Christ.  His story is your story.  His death is your death and His life is your life.  You are the beloved Son in Whom God the Father is well-pleased, washed clean of the guilt of your sin, no longer standing under the wrath of God but under His love and mercy.  The fasting of Lent is over.  Throw off your tears of mourning and let the Alleluia’s sound forth.  Let the voices of God’s people sing throughout the world this day of the victory of Jesus Christ and proclaim this Gospel to the ends of the earth.  The Lamb who was slain has been raised from the dead and now reigns triumphant.  Come now and receive the fruits of His victory, His crucified and now risen body and blood shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Be thus joined to the one who loved you enough to join Himself to you and suffer death to give you life.  The Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  To Him alone be all glory, laud, honor, and praise.
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  He is risen!

In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.
