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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.


They still did not understand.  The women, the disciples – none of them, even after Jesus’ crucifixion, had put the pieces together.  They had been with Jesus from the beginning of His earthly ministry.  They had seen the miracles, heard Jesus’ preaching, witnessed Jesus’ baptism, and some of them had even seen Jesus’ transfiguration when Jesus, Moses, and Elijah spoke of Jesus’ approaching exodus.  But they still did not understand what had happened on Good Friday and the purpose of Jesus’ entire life.  His death was a tragic event, the unjust murdering of someone who was preaching messages of hope and love.  But Jesus was dead and there was nothing left to do but pay their respects to their teacher and friend and then go and mourn.  The women and the disciples fully expected to find Jesus’ body still lying in the tomb, just as He had been left there on Friday by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus.  They expected Jesus to still be dead – after all, that is the normal order of things.  Death is the one thing in life none of us can escape, no matter how hard we exercise, how many surgeries we undergo, how much anti-aging cream we buy, and no matter how nice we are to others.

Of course, this is not the way it was intended to be.  God did not create us to die.  Death is not a natural part of life.  He did not create us to suffer the pain of cancer ravaging our bodies.  He did not create us to suffer the heartache and sorrow of losing our spouse or child to car accidents, drug overdoses, or suicide.  Then again, neither did God create us to abort our children, to pervert the holy estate of matrimony, or to make snide back-biting comments about our neighbor.  Sin and death are inseparably linked.  Death is the wage of sin.  Rebellion against the Lord of Life and His perfect will for us, a will of life, can only end in death.  And try as we might, we cannot escape the reality and the consequences of our sin.  We can try calling sin by another name.  We can try to drown our problems in alcohol or pills.  We can abort our children in an attempt to dodge the consequences of ours or someone else’s selfish behavior, but none of these things change the fact that we live in the valley of the shadow of sin and death.


Ours is the same reality that darkened the understanding of the first attendants of Jesus’ tomb early on that first Easter morn.  It was yet early dawn.  The sun had not yet fully risen.  The full revelation of Jesus was not yet complete.  It was not that the early Christians were stupid as some would have us believe.  They were not ignorant, backwards, unenlightened rubes.  Would you have expected any thing different?  Jesus was most assuredly dead.  The Pharisees and the Romans, Jews and Gentiles alike, you and I made good and sure of that.  The Father abandoned His only Son and poured out His wrath against our sin on the one person who did not deserve it.  Jesus was more than dead.  He had been left alone, not by man, but by God.


So often this is how we feel – abandoned and alone, without friends or family, void of hope or joy, as though we have been buried and death is the only thing in our future.  But God has not abandoned you.  He abandoned Jesus so that He would not have to abandon you.  The tomb of Christ is empty.  The stone has been rolled away and the full revelation and significance of all that Jesus has done for us is as clear as the noon-day sun.  Jesus is the living One.  Though given over unto death, He has burst the gates of death and hell and now lives and reigns to all eternity for us.  The same flesh that was whipped, beaten, bruised, crushed, and crucified now sits at the right hand of God the Father, glorified and exalted.  The sinful flesh which Christ took to Himself at His incarnation has been glorified and is no longer subject to death.  This same body and blood is given to you, dear Christian, joining you to the living One who has suffered death and hell for you and destroyed them.  They no longer need to cause you fear or alarm because they have no claim on you as they have no claim on Him.  As we all died in Adam and deserved nothing but God’s wrath, so in Christ, all will be made alive.  
Your sin was paid for in full on the cross.  As Jesus said “It is finished.”  But your salvation was not complete.  You were not to be abandoned to the grave as the Israelites were not to be left in Egypt.  God had a Promised Land flowing with milk and honey prepared for them.  Indeed, if we have hoped in Christ only in this life, we are of all men to be most pitied.  But now Christ has been raised from the dead and so will all men.  And to those who have been joined to Him through the washing of rebirth and renewal of Holy Baptism, to those who place their trust and hope in the crucified and risen Jesus, to those who believe that in the Holy Communion Jesus is faithful and speaks truly that His body and blood are received in the bread and wine – to you, dear Christian – will be given everlasting life.

Make no mistake, if you desire the resurrection of Jesus, you too must die.  You must pass through the darkness of Good Friday to reach the light of Easter.  You must die to yourself, your sin, your evil desires.  You must be put to death.  The Christian life is the way of the cross.  Thus St. Paul and all faithful pastors seek to preach nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  Baptized into Christ, your Old Adam has been put to death with Christ, drowned in the waters of the font and continually drowned as you confess your sins and receive Christ’s forgiveness.  Your evil desires and your attempts to work out your own salvation are drowned and die and a New Man daily arises to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.  Indeed, you no longer live, but Christ lives in you and in Christ, the Father is well pleased with you and your grave is no longer the end.  The stone has been rolled away from your grave and you too will awaken from the slumber of death to eternal life.


Christ has risen triumphant from the dead!  He has conquered all the enemies that once threatened you and won for you forgiveness of all your sins, peace with God, and life everlasting.  Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  You will not find Jesus in the wisdom and imaginations of men who are dead in their sins and their trespasses.  You will only find Him where He has promised to be for you.  Though He has ascended to the right hand of the Father, He has not left you as so many imagine.  You have not been left to turn your eyes to the heavens and search for Him among the clouds.  The grave clothes remain.  His Word remains in the Holy Scriptures, the witness of those who saw Him, and in the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Scripture have been made clear for they all speak about Him.  The angels remained to preach to the first witness of the Jesus’ resurrection.  Jesus still speaks to you through His messengers, the pastors whom He has called and placed in your midst as His living, breathing voice, bringing you His Word of peace with God, the message of reconciliation, through the forgiveness of all your sins.  He comes to you in the flesh giving you His body and blood to eat and drink, sustaining you until the day that you too are laid in the grave to await His glorious return.


Rejoice, O Jerusalem!  Shout for joy, O Daughter of Zion!  Your Lord is no longer among the dead.  Jesus is the firstborn among the living.  He is risen.  As He is, you also shall be.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.
