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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Here we are.  The weeks have passed.  The suppers are over.  All the preparations find their purpose in the events that begin today.  Today begins Holy Week – a time of deepest reflection and meditation upon the most significant series of events of all time – the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for sinners.  To the unbelieving world this is the most reprehensible of weeks.  The world wishes to ignore what you have gathered to celebrate and the world does all it can to distract you away from being in God’s house to receive Christ and praise Him, from spending extra time in prayer and meditation on God’s Word.  And just as the world hated Jesus it will hate you because you dare confess Jesus.  May the Lord grant that we would set aside this week so that we can give our attention to the one thing that matters – the Passion of Jesus and the sacrifice that was made on behalf of us poor, miserable sinners.

We have begun Holy Week in a way that encapsulates all that approaches.  We began by processing with palm branches of victory singing a joyous hymn of praise and glory.  We rejoice with the crowds to see Jesus, the King of Israel, and truly the King of kings, riding into Jerusalem.  But, unlike the crowds, we do not rejoice because Christ came to defeat the Romans.  Instead you rejoice because Jesus came to go to war against the Prince of Darkness, against the sin that so easily entangles you and would condemn you to an eternity of hell.  You see the Savior who has come to free prisoners, loose captives, and bring peace between God and man.  

But this warrior King does not ride into battle with weapons of wood and steel.  Jesus does not wear chain mail or armor.  He is not mounted on a magnificent war horse.  Really, Jesus is the most unlikely of champions.  He rides on with lowly pomp so that He can give Himself over to death.  Jesus is no giant, muscle-bound Goliath.  He is weak and humble, riding on a donkey, bearing only His flesh and blood and your sin.

And so after the jubilation of Christ’s triumphal entry to Jerusalem we immediately hear why He entered Jerusalem.  Holy Week is not just interested in following a timeline of what happened to Jesus, but about placing before us time and again the death of our Savior, the sinless Son of God, the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world.  
There is only one path to victory for Jesus.  He knew this even as He prayed to His Father in heaven that the bitter cup be taken from Him.  Jesus must be bound, abandoned, tried illegally in the middle of the night and condemned for crimes He never committed.  He must allow Jew and Gentile alike to strike Him and mock Him, to flog Him, and to drive Him, the King of Peace out of Jerusalem, the city of Peace and to kill Him as a sinner because Jew and Gentile, all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God; all have rebelled against God and by their sin required the blood of Christ as the ransom price.  Any other king subjected to such humiliation would be considered a failure.  The winner is supposed to be the one left alive the end.  But the path to victory over sin and death lay alone in death.  If you were to be freed from the condemnation of the Law and released from slavery to Satan, innocent blood had to be shed.  Satisfaction had to be made for your transgressions and your rebellion.  Jesus had to endure all that should have fallen to you, including the rejection of His Father.  There was no other way for you to be saved.  There were no other options, no plan B.  Either Jesus died on Good Friday or the grave that awaits you is the door to hell.  
But the King has willingly ridden alone into battle and taken His seat on the unlikeliest and yet the most glorious of all thrones – the Roman cross.  Armed alone with the perfect obedience and trust in the will of God and love for you, Christ gave Himself over to your enemy and ruling tyrant.  Jesus allowed the old satanic foe to destroy Him.  He put up no fight, offered no resistance and allowed Satan to snuff out His life according to the will of the Father.  And in this death, whereas Satan thought he had won, thought he had forever sealed you as his subject, the Son of God declared victory.  No longer can the Law and your guilt condemn you because it already condemned Christ.  
It was this good news, the atoning death of the crucified Christ that brought peace this past week to Norman Faurot, our dear sister Katie Wolf’s father, who was taken from this valley of sorrow to be with His Lord for eternity.  Through the waters of Holy Baptism, the water that flowed from Jesus’ pierced side were poured over Norman’s head as he approached his own death.  In those final hours Norman confessed his sin and his own unworthiness and instead placed his hope and confidence in the One who hung stretched out upon the cross.  Norman could close his eyes in peace only because Jesus suffered and died for Norman to conquer death.  Norman breathed his last in the full confidence that his death was but a slumber from which he would awake to glories of Christ’s eternal presence.
Norman’s hope and confidence is the hope and confidence that you have.  When the devil comes around to hound you with your sin you can respond “I am baptized.  Satan, you are right to say I am a sinner who deserves death and hell.  I will not argue about what I ought to receive.  But I am baptized.  I have a new Lord.  Jesus Christ has died and by the boundless mercy of God my heavenly Father and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of my Lord, Jesus Christ, I have been forgiven.  The guilt of everything you accuse me of has been forever washed away.  I am a beloved child of God, purchased and won back from hell, not with gold, silver, sword, chariot, bomb, or gun, but with the holy and precious blood of the Son of God whose heel you bruised and who in turn has crushed your head forever.  Get behind me, Satan and go back to hell for you are nothing.  My Lord is everything and He has forgiven all of which you accuse me.”

Your King, dear Christian, is the victor in the battle over your soul.  He is the stronger man who by His weakness and humility has conquered sin, death, and hell and made you a child of God’s kingdom of grace.  And, your King still comes to you because He knows you suffer.  He know the weakness of your flesh still wears on you and leads you into sin.  He knows that Satan still harasses you and tries to steal you back for himself.  He comes to defend you and strengthen you.  He pours His blood out upon the doorposts and lintels of your lips so that the Angel of Death must pass by because the blood of the Lamb covers you.

Hosanna!  Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, who by death conquered death and gives you peace through His Passion.

In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.
