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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Thanksgiving and Christmas are times of nostalgia for most people. We look back over our lives and give thanks for all the many ways in which we've been blessed in this life, though sometimes this looking back isn't without some sadness either because the past wasn't so great or because those times can't be gotten back.  But regardless of what we see when we look back, no matter how joyful or painful it is we can't help but do it. Remembering simply comes with the territory.

Remembering is also a big part of who we are as Christians, or at least it should be. Our Lord calls and invites us to constantly look back and remember. Certainly we ought to be constantly reminding ourselves of the countless ways that God has provided for us, protected us, watched over us, and cared for us. Each and every day our Lord is providing for his people. Some of it we see and experience directly and that provides us great comfort.  We like having evidence that God is indeed good and that he is caring for us, that his eye is always on us. But those times are only the tip of the iceberg. Our Lord neither slumbers nor sleeps as he spends every minute of every hour taking care of you his child, giving you the things that you need, protecting you from evil and harm. So much of what God does for us we never see or even know. So we thank God that every day he is working for the good of His children, providing them house and home, wife and children, jobs and especially a place such as this one where we can gather around the gifts that bring us eternal life - the very words our Lord has spoken and the holy supper where he gives us his own body and blood, the food of eternal life, a feast unlike anything Mom or Grandma could ever prepare.

While it's good to look back on our own lives and give thanks to God for all that He has done for us and all that he continues to do for us, we are also directed with the people of Israel, our forefathers, to look back on all the things that God has done for all of his people, to remember and find comfort in His faithfulness and His unending mercy. Too often we fall into the dangerous “Me and my Jesus” trap.  When we do that we miss out on the great blessing of knowing that we are not alone.  We are part of the body of Christ.  Our God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Paul, our grandparents and parents, and our children.  We are surrounded by a multitude who testify to us and remind us of God’s great faithfulness to His people throughout history.  God wants us to remember that he has created us, that He made us in his own image, and that even when we disobeyed His word and invited sin and death to be our masters, he didn't stop loving us.  Instead, He did what only God could do, He promised to rescue us, to save us, and to conquer sin, death, and hell for us. He wants us to remember father Abraham who in spite of his doubt and old age still received the son God promised him, the son through whom the Savior of all nations would come.  Our Lord wants us to remember how he heard the cries of his people when they were slaves in Egypt and how he delivered them by his own strength without any help from them.  He wants us to remember how he led them safely through the Red Sea drowning their enemies, and how He kept them those 40 years of wandering in the wilderness-giving them water that spilled out of a rock and miraculously feeding them with manna from heaven; how he kept their shoes and their clothes from wearing out all those hard years of constant travel, and how he finally delivered them into the Promised Land driving out their enemies in front of them even though Israel was much smaller and much weaker. God wants us to remember the widow at Zarephath whose flour and oil remained full in spite of the famine.  He wants us to remember how he again delivered his people from their captivity in Babylon and brought them back to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple so that he could dwell among them again, even though they had turned away from Him. Our heavenly Father wants us to remember His faithfulness to His promises, even though we have been so faithless and selfish.  And we draw strength in that remembering because that same God is watching over us and just as He always provided for our ancestors, He will also do for us because we are equally His people – His children.
But those acts of God’s mercy, as wonderful and miraculous as they are are only foreshadowings of what was to come.  All those acts of deliverance are to point God’s people to and help us remember our Lord Jesus Christ, the master who came to serve the servants, the Creator who came to serve his creation. We are to remember the God who humbled himself to be born of a virgin, who took all of our sins upon his innocent flesh and made his way to Jerusalem where he would lay down His life, shedding his blood so that we rebellious and ungrateful children could be set free from the eternal condemnation that we deserved.  

Let us give thanks for that above all other things. Because long after the turkey and stuffing and the pies have run out, after the Lions have tried to take down the Packers, after the family goes home and life returns to normal, there is still Christ who never stops showering us with his abundant mercy and favor, who never stops remembering you even if you don’t always stop and say “Thank you”. 
That's the true beauty of what Jesus does in the Gospel reading appointed for this day of Thanksgiving. We’ve heard the story so many times before and yet is always striking how the goodness of God did not depend upon anything the lepers had done or would do. In the eyes of most people the fact that they had leprosy meant that they were the least deserving of all people, the last ones who should have received any help from God. Thanks be to God he is not like us. He never looks at worthiness. His gifts and giving spring from his love for us, not our response to Him.  Instead Jesus is who he is - he is merciful and gracious, he is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. The depth of his love is all the more magnified because he shows such love to us poor, miserable sinners who struggle to always give thanks and who often even refuse the gifts, taking them only when it is convenient for us and doesn’t interfere with our busy schedule. He comes to us to heal us. His sun and his rain fall upon the righteous and the unrighteous alike. But that is the love of God. All 10 lepers are healed regardless of whether or not they went to the temple and showed themselves to the priest, and regardless of whether they returned and gave thanks. Neither our obedience nor our response condition God’s mercy. God acted first as he always does and all we can do is respond and give thanks because we deserve none of it.

God has loved you with an everlasting love. It is the same love that drove him to create. It is the same love that drove him to remember his people Israel and deliver them in their times of need. It is the same love that brought him down from his heavenly throne to the manger of Bethlehem and to the cross on Mount Calvary. It is the same love that washed away all your sins in the waters of Holy Baptism and it is the same love that brings him here again this day under bread and wine to comfort you, heal you, and reassure you, again, of his never-ending love for you.

So let us give thanks to God this day for his continued deliverance and mercy by falling down at the feet of Jesus, by seeing in Jesus God's great love for you, by believing the words that Jesus speaks and receiving Him as He comes to us in his body and blood.  Let us remember and give thanks for all that god has done for all His people.  Let us rejoice in His deliverance and his promises to bring us all to the Promised Land of eternal life in the heavenly places. 

What shall we render to the Lord for all his benefits to us? We will take the cup of salvation call upon the name of the Lord and we will do this in remembrance of him who died and who now lives and gives us eternal life. So, come. Receive God's gifts with a thankful heart. But if you're not as thankful as you should be, rejoice, because your Heavenly Father still loves you.

In the Name of +Jesus. Amen.
