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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Jesus’ mercy and forbearance with our shallow attempts to debate  His Word is mind-blowing.  Had it been you or I sitting in Jesus’ seat, we long ago would have probably thrown our hands in the air and said “You’re hopeless.”  Either that or we would be pulling out our hair screaming “Why don’t you get it?”
Jesus knew exactly what the Pharisees were up to…again.  He knew that they wanted to spar with Jesus’ intellectually and theologically, they wanted a good debate.  They were hoping that Jesus would pick 1 of the 10 commandments and then try to explain why IT was more important.  If He did, maybe they would finally catch Him in His Words.

They wanted to play games with the Law and use it for their own purposes.  But treating the Law as a toy or something to make light of, picking and choosing what applies to us and what doesn’t, is a lot like letting 40 full-sized wild animals out of their cages and seeing what will happen.  We can’t control the Law.  It simply will not submit to our arrogance and tampering.  It will always come back to hurt us.  Jesus had no choice but to bring the full weight of the Law to bear on the Pharisees – not to debate them but to kill them, to kill their petty attempts to test God and get around his Word.  Rather than picking just one, Jesus collected all ten and threw the whole load on the Pharisees – love God with every thought, every word, every action all the time.  And then, when you’ve done that, go love your neighbor, whether friend or foe, as yourself.  If you do just those two simple things, eternal life will be yours.

It would seem that the Law did its work because the experts in the Law had nothing to reply – Jesus had silenced them again.  They were dead in the water.  There wasn’t anything left to debate, no bit of minutia to argue about.  He finished showing the Pharisees that they had fallen impossibly short of keeping the Law – that all their tithing, Sabbath keeping, and helpfulness could never be enough to save them.  But Jesus wasn’t done.  Jesus is not through with you after he has silenced your Old Adam and removed any delusions that you had about being a good person.   God is never done with us when He has brought us to see our sin and to recognize that we are full of sin through and through.  Your heavenly Father takes no pleasure in having to show you the depth of your sin.  Of course He would rather not have to.  God doesn’t enjoy it anymore than you enjoy helping your children see their sin.  It’s never fun and it rarely makes you their friend at the moment.  But you do it because you love them and there is more – there is forgiveness.
Jesus had so much more for the Pharisees.  The Law is not the end.  It’s the beginning.  It’s the Word that must be spoken to all sinners so that the promises of God and the salvation that Jesus won for us all becomes and always stays our most precious treasure. This is why Jesus asked the Pharisees the follow-up question.  “Whose son is the Christ?”  Jesus was teaching the Pharisees, not just getting even with them or humiliating them.  The answer to the question is crucial.  The Christ is the one who is going to free Israel.  The Jews were longing for the Christ, but they didn’t understand who He was and what He would come to do.  It wasn’t that they were completely wrong.  The Christ WAS the son of David who would sit and reign on His Father’s throne and free God’s people.  But they were only half right.  They were stuck thinking about this life and what God was going to do to make their lives here on earth better.  They thought so little of God that he would only be concerned about them in this world.
We often fall into the same trap – limiting God to this life, that He cares so little for us that He just wants to make sure we have our best life now.  But God loves you so much more than that.  He knows that your best life can’t be now because of the sin that so easily entangles you and sweeps away your joy and separates you from God.  That’s why Jesus sets before your eyes as well as the Pharisees’, the words of Psalm 110, written by David at the moving of the Holy Spirit.  “The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool.”  The Lord’s enemies are far worse than any Caesar, Stalin, bin Laden, or Qaddafi.  THESE are just men like you and me.  They may be able to harm and even kill your body, but they can’t touch your soul.  All men born of flesh and blood actually share a common enemy who wants our souls to join him forever in eternal punishment, separated from God.  Satan wants you to think no further than this life – no further than your immediate joy, comfort, preference, and desires.  He doesn’t want you to think about eternity and how it is that you will be found when Christ returns to judge the living and the dead.  He wants you to ignore him, sin, death, and hell and live it up now.
But the Father and His Christ want nothing more than to have you with them for all eternity.  They want to give you life.  They want you to have the peace of knowing that whatever storm is battering you now or that will crash upon you in the future, God is with you and has conquered your enemies.  David said what he said because the Christ is not only his son, bearing his human flesh, but also the Son of God, the bearer of your sin, God of God, Light of Light.  The Christ is the Son of the Virgin Mary, conceived in her womb by the will and creative Word of God Himself.  Who is the Christ?  He is Jesus – 100% God and 100% man.  And He has come and rescued you from the tyranny and torturous service of sin and death.  He rode into Jerusalem to do battle with Satan and to conquer your sin.  He didn’t only summarize the Law in such a way that we are forced to confess and repent, but He also fulfilled it perfectly FOR US!  He did everything that was demanded of you.  He loved His heavenly Father and wanted to do nothing other than what was pleasing to the Father with all His heart, soul, strength, and mind.  Every minute of His life was poured out in service to God, glorifying the Father in thought, word, and deed, resisting every temptation and subjecting Himself to the rejection of sinful men so that He could save us.  And because He so perfectly loved His Father, He loved you and found no greater joy than to sacrifice Himself to save you.  His love for you received the blows, the stripes, the lies, the thorns, the nails, the spear, and even His Father’s wrath and abandonment.  Jesus, The Christ, the Son of God, the son of David, loves you and conquered your enemies and made them your footstool.  Sin and death have no power over you.  Your failure to love has been forgiven and removed as far from you as east is from west.
Now to love God, is to love His Christ, to love Jesus.  And how do you do that?  You hear and believe His Word - that He has died for you.  You confess your sins and with great joy look at the God-man, who was everything you should have been and did everything as you should and then gave all of it to you – freely, out of nothing less than His love for you.  If you would love God then say “Amen” to the gifts He gives – the washing away of all your sins in Holy Baptism, the forgiveness that He speaks to you through the mouths of His servants who are as weak and in need of mercy as you are, the healing that He brings by joining His holy Body and precious Blood, crucified for you, to bread and wine and receiving them in the sure confidence that they were shed and given for you.

This is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Heaven and earth, the very kingdom of God, with all its blessings is lavished upon you again this day because the Son of God, the Son of David, loves you.  To Him and Him alone be all power, glory, honor, and dominion, forever.  Amen.
In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.

