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In the Name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The Pharisees really thought they had Jesus.  Finally they were going to catch him and silence him once and for all.  They thought they had laid an inescapable trap.  But Jesus saw right through their infantile scheming and simply wouldn’t play the Pharisees’ game.  The Pharisees were willing to use the suffering of someone else to score themselves ego points.  And so Jesus asked a seemingly simple question “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”  Seems harmless enough and most of us would say that the answer’s obvious.  But the Pharisees had been caught…again.  If they said “Yes”, then they would have been accused by their fellow legal experts of breaking the Law.  God was very clear.  His people were to do no work on the Sabbath.  But if they said “No”, they would be accused of being cold, heartless, and merciless.  All the Pharisees could do was remain silent.  The Law always silences pride.  Any answer would have consequences and so the Pharisees tried to save themselves by saying nothing.  But, of course their silence was as damning as anything they could have actually said.  Their silence showed that they weren’t actually interested at in either the Sabbath OR the man with dropsy.  All they were interested in was themselves, their selfish pride, and their hatred of Jesus.  
Pride has a reputation to uphold and that’s finally all it cares about.  Truth and falsehood are merely means to an end.  We see this in ourselves all the time.    When we are caught in our sin, we often just sit there quietly, hoping the accusation goes away or that people won’t notice.  Or when we see our relative or neighbor living in sin, living in direct contradiction to the clear Word of God, we say nothing because we would rather see them perish eternally than risk being disliked or hated or thought of as intolerant, judgmental, or arrogant.  We would rather bring shame and dishonor to the Name of our Lord by changing His Word then proclaiming it in its truth and suffering the ridicule or hatred of fallible, sinful men.  Our pride wants us to think that we are something when we are nothing.  Any good that we do is a) not good enough measured against perfection, and b) simply our duty, the very least that we should be doing.  But pride wants us to actually take comfort in our doing and in our trying, as completely comfortless as both of these things are.
What our pride hates most about Jesus is that He is merciful.  Pride and mercy simply don’t go together.  Mercy is something for the weak, the broken, the humble.  Mercy isn’t something that you can earn or deserve.  But that is exactly what pride is all about –rewards and merits, getting what is fair and what has been earned.  Pride says that babies cannot believe, water can’t forgive sins, bread and wine cannot be body and blood, “I don’t need a pastor to be forgiven”, and you can’t be a Christian until you clean up your act and start behaving like one.  Pride will bend over backwards and do every theological somersault imaginable to turn gifts from God into acts of obedience that show off our faithfulness and our decision to follow Jesus, ask Him into our hearts, or make Him our Lord and Savior.
But this pride is a devilish poison and God knows.  When we are caught in our pride, God must trap our pride with the demands of His holy Law and expose it for the wild, out-of-control animal that it is.  Jesus was not just playing cat and mouse with the Pharisees.  His question was not rhetorical.  He loved them and wanted to save them as much as He desired to save the man with dropsy and as much as He desired to save you.  He loves all of us enough to silence our lying pride that only kills us and that blinds us to the mercy of God.  And Jesus does this because He wants you to see that He is what you need.  He is the answer to your terrified conscience.  Your pride says “I don’t need God’s mercy.  I need His power.  I just need a pep talk and shot in the arm of energy and good feelings to keep me going.”  But a quick look into the mirror of the Ten Commandments shows us that we need far more than an attitude adjustment or pick-me-up.  The bar of perfection silences everything that our pride wants to say about us so that we can finally hear Jesus, offering Himself to us, to heal us, forgive us, and have mercy on us.  You don’t need a pat on the back and Jesus loves you too much to only give you that.
Jesus brings you mercy.  Jesus heals you.  Jesus makes you alive.  The Pharisees pretended that they were interested in the Sabbath.  But they did not understand the day of rest at all.  God gave His people the Sabbath because on that day, this day, he says to you “Be still.  I am your Savior.  Stop worrying about what you have or haven’t done.  I already paid for those things.  Turn your eyes to me and trust in what I have done, because it is enough.  I give you my peace.”  Hearing Christ again give you His forgiveness in Word and Supper you are free to rest from trying to convince yourself and everyone else that you have everything under control and that you are pleased with how you have spent the time God has given you.  God knows just how unsettled and restless your conscience is.  That’s why you’re here, observing the Sabbath Day, hearing the Word of God and learning it because it is the very Word of life.  As Luther wrote in his hymn on the Ten Commandments, the Sabbath day is given to you so that you can set aside the work that you do and God can work on you, having mercy on you, healing you, calming your trouble heart.  
You have been invited to this wedding feast by your Lord who gave you the wedding garment of His righteousness.   This feast is for sinners.  It is for those who would set aside their pride and be humbled by the Word of God and open their ears and mouths to receive the promises and blessings of Jesus for what they are – free gifts of God’s mercy. Today is a day of healing.  Today you are made well.  You feast on the bread of eternal life that forgives all your sins.  You aren’t the host, but the guest.  Jesus is the host.  You have been invited to rest – to know that Christ has done ALL the work for you and that He gives you all the rewards that His obedience, death, and resurrection have won – forgiveness, peace, rest, eternal life, and salvation.  This feast will never end and there is no limit to how many times you may come and be fed.  Truth is, you are encouraged to come as often as it is offered.  You can’t hear God’s promises too often.  You won’t grow tired of feasting on Christ’s own flesh and blood in this life as long as you never grow cold to your need for forgiveness.  Friend, move up higher.  God has honored you, making you His own, washing you clean of all your sin. He delights to call you His beloved child, to feed you at His table and provide for every need that you have as He has done for you again this Sabbath day.
In the Name of +Jesus.  Amen.

